
- Sunday of  the Publ i can and the 
Phar i see
- New Mar tyr s and Confessor s 

of  Russia
- Saturday, Feb. 4 Vigi l  5 P.M.
- Sunday, Feb. 5 Divine Li turgy 10 

A.M.
- Blessed Xenia of  St . Peter sbur g

- Monday, Feb. 6 Moleben 9 A.M.
- Sunday of  the Pr odigal  Son

- Thr ee Holy Hier ar chs
- Ar chpastoral Visi t
- Saturday, Feb. 11 Vigi l  5 P.M.

- Sunday, Feb. 12 Meeting of the 
Hierar ch 9:30 A.M. fol lowed by 
the Hierar chical Divine Li turgy

- Meet ing of  the Lor d i n  the 
Tem ple
- Tuesday, Feb. 14 Vigi l  6 P.M.
- Wednesday, Feb. 15 Divine 

Li turgy 8 A.M.
- Meat far e m em or ial  Satur day

- Saturday, Feb. 18 Panihida 9 
A.M.

- Sunday of  the Last  Judgm ent
- Meat far e Sunday
- Saturday, Feb. 18 Vigi l  5 P.M.

- Sunday, Feb. 19 Divine Li turgy 
10 A.M.

- For giveness Sunday
- Cheesefar e Sunday
- Saturday, Feb. 25 Vigi l  5 P.M.
- Sunday, Feb. 26 Divine Li turgy 

10 A.M. Followed by the Vespers 
w ith the Rite of Forgiveness

- Monday, Febr uar y 27 ?  
Beginn ing of  the Gr eat  Lent
- Monday, Feb. 27 Great Compline 

w ith the Great Canon 6 P.M.
- Tuesday, Feb. 28 Great Compline 

w ith the Great Canon 6 P.M.
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FEAST OF ST. BASIL THE GREAT
St. Basi l 's celebrated i ts par ish feast day the week after  the Nativi ty of the Lord on 
the feast of the Cir cumcision of the Lord and Holy Hierar ch Basi l  the Great. The 
par ish star ted i ts festivi ties w ith Vigi l  ser ved on the evening of Fr iday, Januar y 13th. 
The ser vices then continued into Saturday w ith a Lesser  Blessing of the Water s (as is 
custom for  a par ish to ser ve on i ts feast day) in the morning fol lowed by the Divine 
Li turgy.

The ser vices then spi l led out of the temple as the par ish made a procession around 
the church led by the Cross and car r ying i ts par ish icon. Although the morning was 
br isk, the par ishioners sang their  peti tions to the Holy Heir ar ch Basi l , that he would 
always pray to the Lord on behalf of His fai thful.

As Father  Sergi i  mentioned dur ing his address to the par ish fol low ing the Divine Li turgy, the patron saint of the church 
was chosen by St. Basi l 's founder , Reposed Father  Mar tin Swanson, speci f ical ly so that the par ish feast day would never  
fal l  dur ing a fasting per iod. Therefore, the par ishioners were able to enjoy a bounti ful banquet after  the Divine Li turgy 
whi le enjoying a l ive per formance by par ishioner  and wor ld r enow ned viol inist, Jul ia Sakharova.

Thank you to al l  who ser ved, cooked, and par ticipated in any way on the par ish feast day! 

Pictures of the feast continue on the next page.



DEACON EPHRAIM IS AWARDED DOUBLE ORARION
On the Thir d Day of Nativi ty, the feast of the Holy Protomar tyr  Ar chdeacon Stephen, Metropoli tan Nicholas, 
the Fir st Hierar ch of the Russian Church Outside of Russia, made his f i r st off icial visi t to our  diocesan 
cathedral in Chicago. Concelebrating at the Divine Li turgy w ith the Fir st hierar ch, in the presence of the Kursk 
Root Icon of the Mother  of God, were Archbishop Peter , Ar chbishop Daniel (OCA) and Bishop Longing (Serbian 
Or thodox Church). Seventeen pr iests and eight protodeacons and deacons concelebrated w ith the hierar chs.

At the Small Entrance, our  par ish clergyman Deacon Ephraim Galloway was awarded w ith the r ight to wear  
the double orar ion.

We congratulate Deacon Ephraim on this award, which is usually given to deacons for  "length of ser vice or  
other  distinction". Since Deacon Ephraim was a deacon for  only f ive years, he could not have received this 
r eward for  "length of ser vice". But our  r ul ing hierar ch desir ed to bestow  upon our  deacon this r eward "for  
di l igent and sincere ser vice to the Holy Church" (Ar chbishop Peter?s words).

Fr  Deacon Ephraim loves the Divine Ser vices, takes time to prepare for  them, and sees the impor tance of 
maintaining the fai thfulness to the l i turgical tr adi tion of the Russian Church.

May God grant our  Father  Deacon Ephraim many years of ser vice to the Holy Church, so that he could der ive 
tr ue joy when honor ing the Most Holy Tr ini ty, the Theotokos and the saints through worship.



Is Mormonism Chr istian? This may seem l ike a puzzl ing question to many Mormons, as well  as to some 
Chr istians. Mormons w i l l  note that they include the Bible among the four  books which they r ecognize as 
Scr ipture, and that bel ief in Jesus Chr ist is central to their  fai th, as evidenced by their  off icial name, the 
Church of Jesus Chr ist of Latter -day Saints. Fur thermore, many Chr istians have heard the Mormon 
Tabernacle Choir  sing Chr istian hymns and are favorably impressed w ith the Mormon commitment to high 
moral standards and strong famil ies. Doesn?t i t fol low  that Mormonism is Chr istian?

To fair ly and accurately r esolve this question we need to careful ly compare the basic doctr ines of the Mormon 
rel igion w ith the basic doctr ines of histor ic, bibl ical Chr istiani ty. To r epresent the Mormon posi tion we have 
rel ied on the fol low ing well-know n Mormon doctr inal books, the f i r st three of which are published by the 
Mormon Church: Gospel Pr inciples (1997), Achieving a Celestial Mar r iage (1976), and A Study of the Ar ticles of 
Fai th (1979) by Mormon Apostle James E. Talmage, as well  as Doctr ines of Salvation (3 vols.) by the tenth 
Mormon President and prophet Joseph Fielding Smith, Mormon Doctr ine (2nd ed., 1979) by Mormon apostle 
Bruce R. McConkie and Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith.

1. I s Ther e Mor e Than One Tr ue God?

The Bible teaches and or thodox Chr istians through the ages have believed that there is only one True and 
Living God and apar t from Him there are no other  Gods (Deuteronomy 6:4; Isaiah 43:10,11; 44:6,8; 45:21,22; 
46:9; Mark 12:29-34).

By contrast, the Mormon Church teaches that there are many gods (Book of Abraham 4:3ff ), and that we can 
become gods and goddesses in the celestial kingdom (Doctr ine and Covenants 132:19-20; Gospel Pr inciples, p. 
245; Achieving a Celestial Mar r iage, p. 130). I t also teaches that those who achieve godhood w i l l  have spir i t 
chi ldren who w i l l  worship and pray to them, just as we worship and pray to God the Father  (Gospel 
Pr inciples, p. 302).

2. Was God Once a Man Li ke Us?

The Bible teaches and or thodox Chr istians through the ages have believed that God is Spir i t (John 4:24; 1 
Timothy 6:15,16), He is not a man (Numbers 23:19; Hosea 11:9; Romans 1:22, 23), and has always (eternally) 
existed as God ?  al l  power ful, al l  know ing, and ever ywhere present (Psalm 90:2; 139:7-10; Isaiah 40:28; Luke 
1:37).

By contrast, the Mormon Church teaches that God the Father  was once a man l ike us who progressed to 
become a God and has a body of f lesh and bone (Doctr ine and Covenants 130:22; "God himself was once as we 
are now , and is an exalted man, and si ts enthroned in yonder  heavens!" from Teachings of the Prophet Joseph 
Smith, pp. 345-347; Gospel Pr inciples, p. 9; Ar ticles of Fai th, p. 430; Mormon Doctr ine, p. 321). Indeed, the 
Mormon Church teaches that God himself has a father , and a grandfather , ad infinitum (Teachings of the 
Prophet Joseph Smith, p. 373; Mormon Doctr ine, p. 577).

3. Ar e Jesus and Satan Spi r i t  Br other s?

The Bible teaches and or thodox Chr istians through the ages have believed that Jesus is the unique Son of God; 
he has always existed as God, and is co-eternal and co-equal w ith the Father  (John 1:1, 14; 10:30; 14:9; 
Colossians 2:9). Whi le never  less than God, at the appointed time He laid aside the glor y He shared w ith the 
Father  (John 17:4, 5; Phi l ippians 2:6-11) and was made f lesh for  our  salvation; His incarnation was 
accomplished through being conceived supernatural ly by the Holy Spir i t and born of a virgin (Matthew  
1:18-23; Luke 1:34-35).

By contrast, the Mormon Church teaches that Jesus Chr ist is our  elder  brother  who progressed to godhood, 
having f i r st been procreated as a spir i t chi ld by Heavenly Father  and a heavenly mother ; He was later  
conceived physical ly through inter course between Heavenly Father  and the virgin Mar y (D&C 93:21; Journal 
of Discourses, 1:50-51; Gospel Pr inciples, p. 11-13; Achieving a Celestial Mar r iage, p. 129; Bruce R. McConkie, 
Mormon Doctr ine, pp. 546-547; 742; Ezra Taft Benson, Come unto Chr ist, p. 4; Rober t L. Mi l let, The Mormon 
Faith: Understanding Restored Chr istiani ty, p. 31). Mormon doctr ine aff i rms that Jesus, al l  angels, Luci fer , al l  
demons, and al l  human beings are or iginal ly spir i t brothers and sister s (Abraham 3:22-27; Moses 4:1-2; Gospel 
Pr inciples, pp. 17-18; Mormon Doctr ine, p. 192).

To Be Continued

IS MORMONISM CHRISTIAN?: PART 1ADAPTED FROM INSTITUTE FOR RELIGIOUS RESEARCH



On Leading a Focused Li fe whi l e Liv ing i n  the Wor ld

You are asking: how  can I combine my desir e to be focused, to lead an undistr acted l i fe 
w ith care for  salvation of my neighbor? Let me answer  w ith the words of St. Gregor y the 
Dialogist: We have to choose a middle ground between complete seclusion and l i fe among 
the people: we need to be focused, but ? when a si tuation provides i tself  ? do what we 
should for  the salvation of our  neighbor. Know  your  measure.

Ti r edness dur ing Pr ayer

You are asking: What should I do to prevent extr eme ti r edness from affecting my prayer? 
Since you did not speci fy about what prayer  you are asking: pr ivate or  communal, I  am 
going to address both. When ti r edness star ts to overcome you dur ing the Divine ser vice, 
you should pray the Jesus Prayer  ? this w i l l  help you to stay focused on prayer. I f  the 
ti r edness attacks you dur ing your  pr ivate prayer , then you should for ce yourself  to 
continue praying. I f  this dr ives ti r edness away, i t was a temptation from the evi l  one. I f  
the ti r edness r emains, the prayer  can be shor tened. I t is better  to keep your  prayer  shor ter  but pray w ith your  mind ful ly 
engaged and w ith contr i tion of hear t. 

Meaning of  Penance

?At confession I was told, among other  things, that when I notice that I  am sinning and lacking attention, I  should make a 
few  prostr ations. I  wanted to ask you about this before and now  am asking for  your  guidance?. I t is good to do that, but 
provided you have a cor rect understanding of what you are doing. Penance is not a punishment ? in the legalistic sense 
of the word ? for  a tr ansgression, but i t is a spir i tual therapy which has i t as i ts goal to del iver  the person from a cer tain 
ai lment. The number  of prostr ations depends on the kind of tr ansgression or  sin.

About  Tem ptat i ons

About your  temptations I can say that you do not need to be str essed about them or  lose hope. There has never  been an 
ascetic who did not have to f ight temptations. Abba Zosima said: ?Eliminate temptations and intr usive thoughts and 
there w i l l  be no saints?.

The goal is not to l ive a temptations-fr ee l i fe but to conquer  them. Venerable John of the Ladder  w r i tes: ?We should not 
be dismayed i f  we f ind that our  passions are stronger  at the beginning of our  monastic l i fe than they were in our  l i fe in 
the wor ld. For  we have to r emove the causes of sickness, and then health w i l l  come to us. The beasts were there in hiding 
al l  the time, only they did not show  themselves? (The Ladder of Divine Ascent. Step 26).

In par ticular , this can be said about temptations of the f lesh. ?Throughout your  l i fe, do not tr ust your  body, and do not 
r ely on i t ti l l  you stand before Chr ist.? ?When the devi l  w ishes to tie two people to each other  by a shameful bond, he 
works on the incl inations of both of them, and then l ights the f i r e of passion.? ?Do not expect to confute the demon of 
fornication by arguing w ith him; for  w ith nature on his side, he has the best of the argument.? ?Offer  to the Lord the 
weakness of your  nature, ful ly acknow ledging your  ow n incapaci ty, and you w i l l  r eceive imperceptibly the gi f t of 
chasti ty? (The Ladder of Divine Ascent. Step 15).

Dur ing the attacks of impure passions, according to the instr uctions of Venerable Barsanuphius the Great, we should 
pray: ?Lord, del iver  me from my sins and from impure passions!? or  ?Lord Jesus Chr ist, del iver  me from shameful 
passions!? He who is beset by those passions should, f i r st of al l , get away from the sources of seduction and, in general, 
learn to love si lence and sol i tude.

To Be Continued

INSTRUCTION FOR SPIRITUAL 
CHILDREN: PART 1

ARCHBISHOP THEOPHAN OF POLTAVA (?1940)

Lauren Renz and Jeremy Anderson were made catechumens before 
the Divine Li turgy on Januar y 22nd at St. Basi l 's. They have both 
been duti ful ly attending weekly catechumen classes w ith Father  
Thomas and other  catechumens and inquir er s. Please keep Lauren 
and Jeremy in your  prayers that our  Lord may continue to guide 
them in their  Or thodox journey.

NEW CATECHUMENS AT ST. BASIL'S



PARISH 
PRAYER 
LIST

Keep our  par ishioners, and those who ask us to pray for  them, in your  prayers this 
month. Contact Fr. Sergi i  to have yourself  or  your  loved ones added to the par ish 
prayer  l ist. Let one of the Fathers know  i f  you, a member  of your  fami ly, or  a fr iend is 
i l l  or  hospital ized so that appropr iate prayers and visi ts can be ar ranged. Please note: 
Hospitals do not noti fy clergy of patients, even i f  you l ist yourself  as a par ish member.

Ar chpr iest  Mar t i n  Swanson ?  Repose
Kather ine Swanson ?  Heal th
Ar ch im andr i te Ser aphim  ?  Heal th
Jack ie (Xenia) Peck  ?  Heal th
Phot in i  M i l l s ?  Heal th

Tat iana Zyr yanova ?  Heal th
Glor ia Pappas ?  Repose
Jul i anna Cam pbel l  ?  Heal th
Dim i t r y Johnson ?  Heal th
John Sur gant  ?  Heal th

Praying for  catechumens is a ver y impor tant r esponsibi l i ty of an Or thodox 
Chr istian. So impor tant, that a special l i tany or  ser ies of peti tions in the 
Divine Li turgy is completely dedicated to asking the Lord to have mercy on 
al l  catechumens prepar ing for  i l lumination. "Let us the faithful pray for the 
catechumens, that the Lord will have mercy on them."

Let us fulf i l l  the words of the l i tany and pray for  our  fel low  brothers and 
sister s:

CATECHUMEN 
CORNERAlexander

Alexander
Rob, Melinda and family

Mar shal
Misty and childr en
Tyler

Laur en
Jer emy

On the Sunday after  Theophany, Januar y 22, the St Basi l?s altar  ser ver s met 
together  in the par ish hall  for  a modest par ty. Our  altar  ser ver s, r anging in 
age from those who are in their  seventies to those who are only 7 seven 
years old, provide a much needed help dur ing the Divine Ser vices. Thir teen 
men (plus the clergy) gathered for  fel lowship and good time. A var iety of 
pizzas, meat bal ls, buffalo chicken dip, ice cream and assor ted snacks were 
enjoyed, w ith some w ine for  the adults and pop for  the chi ldren.

Besides having fun and enjoying tasty food, such gather ings have a 
spir i tual ly prof i table par t, as well . The younger  men were asked what in 
their  opinion is the most impor tant quali ty an altar  ser ver  should have. 
Several boys answered in unison: "To be quiet!" They were almost r ight, for  
what the pr iests look for  in the altar  ser ver s is a prayer ful disposi tion.

We are glad that we have so many young men who want to ser ve in the 
altar. In fact, there are so many of them that a schedule was created tel l ing 
when each of them can ser ve. Most of them know  the Divine Ser vices r ather  
well  and they are in the altar  both for  the Vigi ls and the Divine Li turgies. 
We can only thank God for  providing us w ith such fai thful altar  ser ver s!

ALTAR SERVER PARTY

BAPTISM AT ST. BASIL'S
The infant Li l l iosa was baptised at St. Basi l 's on Januar y 1st. Li l l iosa is 
the second chi ld born to Micah and Rachel Kir n and baby sister  to 
Noelle Kir n. The young family was baptised into the Or thodox Church 
at St. Basi l 's in 2021 and now  present their  new born as a young 
handmaiden of God. Pictured to the left is the young chi ld w ith her  
fami ly and godmother , Tetyana Webster , on the day of her  baptism. 
May God grant Li l l iosa many years!
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