
- Satur day of  the Akath i st
- Sat.. Apr i l  1 Li turgy 9 A.M.

- Fi f th  Sunday of  Lent
- Vener able Mar y of  Egypt
- Sat., Apr i l  1 Vigi l  5 P.M.
- Sun., Apr i l  2 Li turgy 10 

A.M.
- Kur sk-Root  I con Visi t

- Wed., Apr i l  5 Akathist in 
front of the Kursk-Root Icon 
6 P.M.

- Thur., Apr i l  6 Moleben in 
front of the Kursk-Root Icon 
9 A.M.

- Annunciat i on of  the 
Theotokos
- Thur., Apr i l  6 Vigi l  6 P.M.
- Fr i ., Apr i l  7 Li turgy 8 A.M.

- Lazar us Satur day
- Fr i ., Apr i l  7 Matins 6 P.M.
- Sat., Apr i l  8 Li turgy 9 A.M.

- Ent r ance of  the Lor d i nto 
Jer usalem
- Palm  Sunday
- Sat., Apr i l  8 Vigi l  5 P.M.
- Sun., Apr i l  9 Li turgy 10 

A.M.
- Gr eat  Wednesday, Apr i l  12

- General Unction 6 P.M.

- Gr eat  Thur sday, Apr i l  13
- Com m em or at ion of  the 

Myst i cal  Supper
- Vespers w ith the Li turgy 8 

A.M.
- Matins w ith the Reading of 

12 Passion Gospels 6 P.M.
- Gr eat  Fr iday, Apr i l  14

- Royal Hours and Typika 9 
A.M.

- Vespers 4 P.M.
- Matins 6 P.M.

- Gr eat  Satur day, Apr i l  15
- Vespers w ith the Li turgy 9 

A.M.
- Blessing of the Paschal 

Baskets at noon, at 9:30 
P.M., at 10:30 P.M., and 
after  the Midnight Li turgy

- Midnight Off ice 11:30 P.M.
- Paschal Procession, Matins 

and Li turgy ? Midnight
- Pascha of  the Lor d

- Blessing of the Paschal 
Baskets at 1:30 P.M., and 
2:45 P.M.

- Sun., Apr i l  16 Paschal 
Vespers 2 P.M.

- Sun., Apr i l  16 Paschal 

Banquet 3 P.M.
- Br ight  Monday

- Mon., Apr i l  17 Li turgy 8 
A.M.

- Second Sunday of  Pascha
- Thom as Sunday
- Sat., Apr i l  22 Vigi l  5 P.M.
- Sun., Apr i l  23 Li turgy 10 

A.M.
- Radoni t sa ? Paschal  

Com m em or at ion of  the 
Depar ted , Tue., Apr i l  25
- Panihida 9 A.M.
- Memor ial Li tia at St 

Matthew  Cemeter y 10 A.M.
- Memor ial Li tia at House 

Spr ings Cemeter y 11 A.M.
- Vi r gin  Mar tyr s Agape, 

I r ene and Chiona
- Fr i ., Apr i l  28 Vespers and 

Matins 6 P.M.
- Sat., Apr i l  29 Li turgy 9 A.M.

- Th i r d Sunday of  Pascha
- Myr r h-bear ing Wom en
- Sat., Apr i l  29 Vigi l  5 P.M.
- Sun., Apr i l  30 Li turgy 10 

A.M.
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PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS
Wonder wor k ing Icon to Visi t  St . Basi l 's

Wonder working Kursk-Root Icon of the Mother  of God is one of the most ancient icons of the Russian 
Church. Discovered by a hunter  in the roots of a tr ee not far  from Kursk in 1295, God has been pour ing 
for th miracles from this wonder working icon up unti l  the present day. As a chi ld, Venerable Seraphim of 
Sarov was healed by this icon. Holy Hierar ch John, Ar chbishop of Shanghai and San Francisco r eposed in 
front of this holy image. Since the Revolution of 1917, the icon, know n as the "Protectr ess of the Russian 
Diaspora", has tr aveled al l  over  the wor ld and brought healing and consolation to mi l l ions of the fai thful. 
The icon ?  when not tr aveling ?  is kept in the Synodal Cathedral of the Sign in New  York City.

This year , dur ing the holy days of Great Lent, the Kursk-Root Icon is visi ting our  diocese and w i l l  be in 
our  deaner y from March 30 ti l l  Apr i l  6, visi ting the par ishes in Arkansas, Oklahoma, Kansas and 
Missour i . The icon stopped at St Basi l?s in the evening of  March 30th on her  way to Arkansas and w i l l  be 
in our  temple on the night of Apr i l  5 when we w i l l  sing the Akathist to the Mother  of God at 6 P.M. and in 
the morning of Apr i l  6, when a shor t moleben before the icon w i l l  be ser ved at 9 A.M. After  this moleben 
the icon w i l l  depar t for  Chicago.

Pr epar at i ons for  the Pascha of  the Lor d

Ever yone is encouraged to help prepare our  temple for  the celebration of the Pascha of the Lord 
fol low ing the Divine Li turgy on Lazarus Saturday on Apr i l  8th. Just as our  souls are r eceiving a spir i tual 
cleansing throughout Great Lent, so too w i l l  our  temple. Al l  areas of the church w i l l  be cleaned therefore 
ever yone is encouraged to par ticipate. In addition to cleaning, palm crosses w i l l  be prepared for  the 
Palm Sunday ser vices. Al l  ages are welcome to help in this activi ty.

Col lect i on for  the Holy Land

On Palm Sunday, at the conclusion of the Divine Li turgy, when the fai thful come to venerate the Cross, a 
basket w i l l  be held to col lect f inancial suppor t for  the monastic communities in the Holy Land. The funds 
col lected through the ROCOR par ishes around the wor ld on this Sunday w i l l  be sent to the Head of the 
Ecclesiastical Mission in Jerusalem Archimandr i te Roman for  fur ther  distr ibution.

Holy Wednesday (Apr i l  12)

6:00 P.M. Holy Unction This is the Mystery of 
healing of body, heart, mind and soul. Only baptized 
Orthodox Christians 7 years old and older (unless 
the child is sick) may partake of the sacrament.

Holy Thur sday (Apr i l  13)

8:00 A.M. Vesperal Divine Li turgy (commemorating 
the Mystical Supper). All Christians should try to 
commune at this Liturgy ? the day the Lord 
communed His disciple with His precious Body and 
Blood.

6:00 P.M. Matins w ith the Reading of the 12 
Passion Gospels. Faithful stand with lit candles 
during the Gospel Readings

Holy Fr iday (Apr i l  14)

9:00 A.M. Royal Hours and Typica

4:00 P.M. Great Vespers, at the end of which the 
Holy Shroud ? a cloth icon depicting Chr ist in the 
tomb ? is brought out of the altar  and placed in the 

middle of the church.

6:00 P.M. Matins, dur ing which the Lamentations 
are sung and the Procession w ith the Shroud 
around the temple takes place.

Holy Satur day(Apr i l  15)

9:00 A.M. Vesperal Divine Li turgy for  Holy 
Saturday, dur ing which the church vestments are 
changed from black to white.

9:30 P.M.  Blessing of Paschal Baskets

12:00 P.M.  Blessing of Paschal Baskets

10:00 P.M. Reading of the Book of Acts of the 
Apostles. The fai thful r ead the Book of Acts in 
di f ferent languages (English text w i l l  be provided, 
whi le the texts in other  languages should be 
brought by the r eaders).

10:30 P.M.  Blessing of Paschal Baskets

11:30 P.M. Ser vice of the Midnight Off ice, at the 
end of which the Holy Shroud is brought back into 
the altar.

HOLY WEEK SERVICES EXPLAINED



FOCUS ON FOCUS
The Fellowship of Or thodox Chr istians United to Ser ve (FOCUS) is a national organization that seeks 
to provide Or thodox Chr istians the oppor tuni ty to ser ve our  neighbors by distr ibuting food, clothing, 
and warm meals on Sundays and Wednesdays throughout the month.  Our  local chapter  ser ves from 
Holy Archangel Michael OCA par ish located at 1901 Ann Ave. in dow ntow n St. Louis under  the 
administr ation of Fr. Matt McDonald.

We w i l l  ser ve the FOCUS Sunday dinner  again on the fol low ing three Sundays from roughly 3:45 to 
6:00 P.M. ? Apr i l  2, June 11, August  13, October  8, and Novem ber  19.  I f  you are interested in 
helping, ei ther  by providing food for  or  helping cook i t w i th the Sisterhood, or  by distr ibuting the 
meal and pantr y i tems at Ar changel Michael par ish in the ci ty, please noti fy Fr. Sergi i  or  Joseph 
Steineger.

In addition to offer ing a Sunday evening meal, we are also asked to help provide goods for  the 
FOCUS pantr y.  For  the month of Apr i l , we have been asked to supply big soup cans (18 oz) w i th  
pop top l i ds and sm al l  soup cans (10 oz) w i th  pop top l i ds.  NO TOMATO SOUP, PLEASE.  A f l ier  
is posted in the tr apeza w ith tear -away tabs for  r eminders.  Please donate these goods in the large 
plastic container  in our  par ish coat closet befor e Apr i l  23.

Thank you for  your  ser vice to our  Lord and God Jesus Chr ist through your  ser vice to those less 
for tunate.  ?For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat; I  was thirsty, and ye gave me drink; ?  Naked, 
and ye clothed me.?  Matthew 25.35-36

Newly i l lumined Alexander  Kantz was baptized into 
the Or thodox Church on Saturday, March 25th, by 
Father  Thomas. Alexander  has been studying about 
the Or thodox fai th and prepar ing for  Holy 
I l lumination since before he was made a 
catechumen in July 2022.  Here Alexander  is 
pictured  w ith Father  Thomas and his sponsor , 
David Peck. May God grant the new ly i l lumined, 
Alexander , many years!

BAPTISM AT ST. BASIL'S

Holy Pascha (Apr i l  16)

Midnight: Paschal procession around the temple. 
Matins and Divine Li turgy of Pascha

2:30 A.M. Blessing of Baskets fol low ing the 
Midnight Li turgy

1:30 P.M.  Blessing of Paschal Baskets

2:00 P.M. Paschal Vespers -We read the Holy Gospel 
in many languages, reminding us that the Gospel 
was spread throughout the whole world.

2:30 P.M.  Blessing of Paschal Baskets

3:00 P.M.  Par ish Dinner  and Egg Hunt for  the 
chi ldren

WHAT IS RADONITSA?
"On the Tuesday of St. Thomas week, according to the order  insti tuted by our  Holy Fathers, we cal l  to 
r emembrance, in Paschal joy, al l  those who have died from the beginning of the ages in fai th and in 
the hope of r esur rection and l i fe eternal.

"Having previously celebrated the r adiant feast of Chr ist's glor ious Resur rection, the fai thful 
commemorate the dead today w ith the pious intent to share the great joy of this Pascha feast w ith 
those who have depar ted this l i fe in the hope of their  ow n resur rection. This is the same blessed joy 
w ith which the dead heard our  Lord announce His victor y over  death when He descended into 
Hades, thus leading for th by the hand the r ighteous souls of the Old Covenant into Paradise. In shor t, 
this feast is a kindred joy, to celebrate the luminous Resur rection w ith our  Or thodox forefathers who 
have fal len asleep.

EXCERPT FROM THE "SYNAXARION OF THE LENTEN TRIODION AND PENTECOSTARION"



With the blessing of Ar chbishop Peter , St. Basi l 's is 
honored to host iconographers Ivan Stor chak (pictured 
on the r ight) and Roman Mar tynenko (pictured on the 
left) who have star ted fr escoing the walls of our  temple. 
St Basi l?s community had extr emely humble beginnings 
in a garage almost for ty years ago. In 2015 we moved 
into our  cur rent beauti ful temple, which would be 
impossible w ithout God?s provision and generosi ty of 
benefactor s (although mor tgage payment w i l l  continue 
to be a signi f icant burden of par ish?s f inances for  years 
to come). With the par ish steadi ly grow ing and the 
wor ld around us getting more unpredictable and 
unstable, we believe the completion of the adornment 
of the temple should not be put off . The iconography 
work which has begun now  w i l l  beauti fy the church, 

w i l l  ser ve our  community for  generations to come and w i l l  make St Basi l?s a God?s House wor thy of 
the "worship in spir i t and tr uth". Iconography work has commenced in the altar  and the r est of the 
church w i l l  be adorned in phases, as the fai thful generously donate for  this project.

Donations can be deposi ted in the box speci f ical ly al located for  this project near  the candle kiosk.

On Fol l ow ing the Com m andm ents of  God

We can be uni ted w ith God only through fulf i l lment of the commandments of God. This is the only 
tr ue path. Besides this path there can be no tr ue union w ith the Lord but only a fantasy and spir i tual 
deception, which is the essence of the so-cal led mysticism. But the path of doing the commandments 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR SPIRITUAL CHILDREN: CONCLUSIONARCHBISHOP THEOPHAN OF POLTAVA (?1940)

"There is evidence of the commemoration of the dead today in the w r i tings of the Church Fathers. St. 
John Chr ysostom mentions the commemoration of the dead per formed on Tuesday of St. Thomas 
week in his "Homily on the Cemeter y and the Cross."

"The fai thful depar ted are r emembered in Divine Li turgies, 'kol iva' is prepared and blessed in the 
churches in memor y of those who have fal len asleep, and the Or thodox graves in cemeter ies are 
blessed by the pr iests and visi ted by the fai thful. Fur thermore, i t should be noted that due to the 
great spir i tual joy this jubi lant commemoration bears, i t is cal led in the Slavonic tongue, 'Radonitsa,' 
or  'Day of Rejoicing'."

ICONOGRAPHY COMMENCES AT ST. BASIL'S



8. I s The Bible The Unique and Final  Wor d of  God?

The Bible teaches and or thodox Chr istians through the ages have believed that the Bible is the 
unique, f inal and infal l ible Word of God (2 Timothy 3:16; Hebrews 1:1,2; 2 Peter  1:21) and that i t w i l l  
stand forever  (1 Peter  1:23-25). God?s providential preser vation of the text of the Bible was 
mar velously i l lustr ated in the discover y of the Dead Sea Scrol ls.

By contrast, the Mormon Church teaches that the Bible has been cor rupted, is missing many "plain 
and precious par ts" and does not contain the ful lness of the Gospel (Book of Mormon ?  1 Nephi 
13:26-29; Doctr ines of Salvation, vol. 3, pp. 190-191).

9. Did The Ear ly Chur ch Fal l  Into Total  Apostasy?

The Bible teaches and or thodox Chr istians through the ages have believed that the tr ue Church was 
divinely established by Jesus and could never  and w i l l  never  disappear  from the ear th (Matthew  
16:18; John 15:16; 17:11). Chr istians acknow ledge that there have been times of cor ruption and 
apostasy w ithin the Church, but bel ieve there has always been a r emnant that held fast to the 
bibl ical essentials.

IS MORMONISM CHRISTIAN?: CONCLUSION ADAPTED FROM INSTITUTE FOR RELIGIOUS RESEARCH

of God is the path of constant podvig. Our  nature is decrepi t and damaged, and i t is iner t to doing the 
commandments of God. Therefore, a distinctive and essential feature of Or thodox asceticism is the 
constant self-compulsion to fulf i l l  the commandments of God. Through the fulf i l lment of the 
commandments of God we exper ience the weakness of our  nature. But we must not l imit our selves 
to this exper iential know ledge, other w ise we may fal l  into despondency and despair. We must, 
convinced of the weakness of our  nature, pray for  grace-f i l led help from the Lord, for  the f i l l ing of 
our  nature w ith the grace of God. I t is precisely for  this we are given an exper imental know ledge of 
our  weakness, and not for  despondency. From this point of view , ever ything you are exper iencing is 
understandable. You are going through an exper imental school of know ing the inf i rmities of your  
nature. And you just have to use the fr ui ts of this teaching cor rectly. As you honestly for ce yourself  
to do the commandments of God, there w i l l  be born w ithin you the know ledge of the weakness of 
your  nature, and from this know ledge and in propor tion to i t, one of the main Chr istian vir tues w i l l  
be born - humil i ty. The grace of God is given only to humil i ty, not for  labors, although the ver y 
humil i ty is born from labors. This is the general law  of tr ue asceticism. But ever y speci f ic si tuation 
r equir es cor rect discernment of the w i l l  of God and how  i t is to be fulf i l led. I t is necessar y at al l  costs 
to fulf i l l  the w i l l  of God, but, at the same time, we may not for  a moment forget that our  God is God 
Who is both holy and ful l  of love. What i t r eal ly means is that the r eal evi l  must be cast aside in any 
cir cumstances, but one should tr eat human weaknesses w ith condescension, being mindful of one?s 
ow n weaknesses! Ever y time tr y to imagine what the Lord Saviour  would do in this case, and I think 
that you w i l l  f ind the r ight way out of your  predicament!

Concer n ing the St r uggle w i th  the Passions

Unti l  we reach the harbor  of dispassion, we need to f ight w ith passions and sinful thoughts. There 
are victor ies and fal ls in this str uggle. But the str uggle must be waged unti l  the end of our  l i fe, and 
this str uggle can be successful only when i t is waged cor rectly. Moreover , the str uggle is waged 
cor rectly when we hope to conquer  our  passions and evi l  thoughts not by our  ow n str ength but by 
the divine might. This is why we have to continuously cal l  upon the help of the Lord through the 
unceasing cal l ing of the name of God. ?The vir tue has two par ts from God and one par t from me?, 
says St. Gregor y the Theologian. ?Flog your  enemies w ith the name of Jesus, for  there is no stronger  
weapon in heaven and ear th? (The Ladder  of Divine Ascent 21:7), says St John of the Ladder. ?Let the 
r emembrance of Jesus be present w ith each breath? (27:61). Consequently, when we ei ther  forget to 
cal l  upon the Lord to help us or  r ely too much on our  ow n str ength, then the grace of God depar ts 
from us, and we fal l . What needs to be done to avoid this is qui te clear. When your  house is in 
disorder , you do not need to be concerned w ith someone else?s house, leaving i t to the Lord to put i t 
in order.



PARISH 
PRAYER 
LIST

Keep our  par ishioners, and those who ask us to pray for  them, in your  prayers this 
month. Contact Fr. Sergi i  to have yourself  or  your  loved ones added to the par ish 
prayer  l ist. Let one of the Fathers know  i f  you, a member  of your  fami ly, or  a fr iend is 
i l l  or  hospital ized so that appropr iate prayers and visi ts can be ar ranged. Please note: 
Hospitals do not noti fy clergy of patients, even i f  you l ist yourself  as a par ish member.

Ar chpr iest  Mar t i n  Swanson ?  Repose
Kather ine Swanson ?  Heal th
Ar ch im andr i te Ser aphim  ?  Heal th
Jack ie (Xenia) Peck  ?  Heal th
Phot in i  M i l l s ?  Heal th

Tat iana Zyr yanova ?  Heal th
Glor ia Pappas ?  Repose
Jul i anna Cam pbel l  ?  Heal th
Dim i t r y Johnson ?  Heal th
John Sur gant  ?  Heal th

Praying for  catechumens is a ver y impor tant r esponsibi l i ty of an Or thodox 
Chr istian. So impor tant, that a special l i tany or  ser ies of peti tions in the 
Divine Li turgy is completely dedicated to asking the Lord to have mercy on 
al l  catechumens prepar ing for  i l lumination. "Let us the faithful pray for the 
catechumens, that the Lord will have mercy on them."

Let us fulf i l l  the words of the l i tany and pray for  our  fel low  brothers and 
sister s:

CATECHUMEN 
CORNERAlexander

Rob, Melinda and family
Mar shal

Misty and childr en
Tyler
Laur en

Jer emy
Reid, Amber , and Char les
Doc

By contrast, the Mormon Church teaches that there was a great and total apostasy of the Church as 
established by Jesus Chr ist; this state of apostasy "sti l l  prevai ls except among those who have come to 
a know ledge of the r estored gospel" of the Mormon Church (Gospel Pr inciples, pp. 105-106; Mormon 
Doctr ine, p. 44).

Conclusion: The above points in i tal ics consti tute the common gospel bel ieved by al l  or thodox 
Chr istians through the ages regardless of denominational labels. On the other  hand, some new  
rel igions such as Mormonism claim to be Chr istian, but accept as Scr ipture w r i tings outside of the 
Bible, teach doctr ines that contradict the Bible, and hold to bel iefs completely foreign to the 
teachings of Jesus and His apostles.

Mormons share w ith or thodox Chr istians some impor tant moral precepts from the Bible. However , 
the above points are examples of the many fundamental and i r r econci lable di f ferences between 
histor ic, bibl ical Chr istiani ty and Mormonism. Whi le these di f ferences do not keep us from being 
fr iendly w ith Mormons, we cannot consider  them brothers and sister s in Chr ist. The Bible 
speci f ical ly warns of false prophets who w i l l  teach "another  gospel" centered around "another  
Jesus," and w itnessed to by "another  spir i t" (2 Cor inthians 11:4,13-15; Galatians 1:6-9). Based on the 
evidence presented above, we believe Mormonism represents just such a counter fei t gospel.

I t has been pointed out that i f  one claimed to be a Mormon but denied al l  the basic tenets of 
Mormonism ?  that Joseph Smith was a prophet of God, that the Book of Mormon is tr ue and 
divinely inspir ed, that god was once a man who progressed to godhood through keeping the laws 
and ordinances of the Mormon Church, and that the Mormon Church was divinely established ?  the 
Mormon Church would r eject such a person?s claim to being a Latter -day Saint. One cannot fair ly 
cal l  oneself  a Mormon i f  one does not bel ieve the fundamental doctr ines taught by the Mormon 
Church. By the same token, i f  the Mormon Church does not hold to even the basic bibl ical tr uths 
believed by the greater  Chr istian community dow n through the ages, how  can Chr istians r easonably 
be expected to accept Mormonism as authentic Chr istiani ty?

If  the Mormon Church believes i t is the only tr ue Chr istian Church, i t should not attempt to publicly 
present i tself  as a par t of a broader  Chr istian community. Instead i t should tel l  the wor ld openly that 
those who claim to be or thodox Chr istians are not r eal ly Chr istians at al l , and that the Mormon 
Church is the only tr ue Chr istian Church. This in fact is what i t teaches pr ivately, but not publicly.
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