
May 2023 St. Basi l  the Great 
Or thodox Church

- Blessed Mat r ona of  Moscow
- Tue., May 2 Moleben 9 A.M.

- Gr eat  Mar tyr  Geor ge
- Fr i ., May 5 Vigi l  6 P.M.
- Sat., May 6 Divine Li turgy 9 A.M.

- Four th  Sunday of  Pascha
- Sunday of  the Par alyt i c
- Sat., May 6 Vigi l  5 P.M.
- Sun., May 7 Divine Li turgy 10 A.M.

- Mid-Pentecost
- Tue., May 9 Vespers and Matins 6 P.M.
- Wed., May 10 Divine Li turgy fol lowed by 

the Lesser  Blessing of Water  8 A.M.
- Fi f th  Sunday of  Pascha

- Sunday of  the Sam ar i tan Wom an
- Sat., May 13 Vigi l  5 P.M.

- Sun., May 14 Divine Li turgy 10 A.M.
- Vener able Job of  Pochaev, Righteous Job 

the Much-Suf fer i ng and Holy Royal  
Mar tyr  and Passion-bear er  Nicholas
- Fr i ., May 19 Moleben 9 A.M.

- Si x th  Sunday of  Pascha
- Sunday of  the Bl i nd Man
- Apost le John the Theologian
- Sat., May 20 Vigi l  5 P.M.
- Sun., May 21 Divine Li turgy 10 A.M.

- Ascension of  the Lor d (Gr eat  Feast )
- Wed., May 24 Vigi l  6 P.M.
- Thur., May 25 Divine Li turgy 8 A.M.

- Seventh Sunday of  Pascha
- Sunday of  the Holy Father s of  Fi r st  

Ecum enical  Counci l
- Sat., May 27 Vigi l  5 P.M.
- Sun., May 28 Divine Li turgy 10 A.M.
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SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

REMEMBERING THE ROYAL PASSION-BEARER 
TSAR NICHOLAS ON HIS NATIVITY
Holy Royal Passion-bearer  Nicholas, the last Emperor  of the Russian 
Empire, was born on May 6/19, 1868. The bir thday of the Tsar -Mar tyr  has 
always been remembered by the Or thodox Chr istians, more so abroad 
where the Royal Family was glor i f ied in 1981. In Russia, under  the 
godless r egime, the name of the last emperor  was smeared w ith countless 
l ies, and even mentioning of his name in the posi tive key could easi ly 
lead one to execution or  impr isonment.

The Russian Or thodox Church Outside of Russia glor i f ied the Tsar -Mar tyr  



in 1981. Then in 2000 the glor i f ication of the Royal Family in Russia paved the way to the future 
r econci l iation of the Moscow  Patr iar chate and the Russian Or thodox Church Abroad ? the two lungs 
of the one body, which were for ced to l ive administr atively separate l ives for  almost 80 years.

After  the bloody r evolution swept over  Russia, Tsar  Nicholas r emained an image of Chr ist-l ike 
suffer ing. Almost al l  those who were close to him in times of peace left him and, l ike Righteous Job?s 
fr iends, accused him of cr imes he had never  committed. The crowds which just r ecently had been 
praising him were now  der iding him. ?Cruci fy him?, was heard from ever y corner , whi le the former  
fr iends kept si lent ?for  the fear  of the Jews?.

The sovereign, however , endured al l  of i t w i th meekness, forgiving his slanderer s. His longsuffer ing 
earned him greater  glor y than his i l lustr ious r eign. Being pious from his chi ldhood, dur ing his enti r e 
l i fe the sovereign tr ied to imitate Righteous Job the Much-Suffer ing and Holy Hierar ch Nicholas, 
Ar chbishop of Myra in Lycia.

?I was born on the day of Job the Much-Suffer ing and I am predestined to suffer?, he said long before 
the sor row ful days. The sovereign had drunk the cup of his suffer ing ful ly. However , he who suffer s 
w ith Chr ist w i l l  be glor i f ied w ith Him. Our  Saviour  has crow ned the ear thly monarch w ith a crow n 
of unfading glor y in the Heavenly Kingdom.

ICONOGRAPHY CONTINUES AT ST. BASIL'S
Iconographers Ivan Stor chak and Roman Mar tynenko 
continue to work hard and ti r elessly on fr escoing the walls 
of the altar  in our  temple. The labor ious task star ted in 
March and in only a few  months, the fr ui ts of this blessed 
work can be admired. Follow ing tr adi tional church 
iconography guidelines, the iconographers have w r i tten 
Chr ist Enthroned in the center  w ith St. Basi l  the Great on 
His r ight and St. John Chr ysostom on His left. At this stage 
of work, the f iner  detai ls of the icons such as their  hands 
and faces as well  as vestment detai ls are being added each 
day. May God continue to bless and str engthen Ivan and 
Roman in their  work for  God's glor y!

A r eminder  that this iconography work is funded by the generous donations of the fai thful which 
can be deposi ted in the box speci f ical ly al located for  this project near  the candle kiosk.



Newly I l lumined Misty and her  chi ldren were 
baptized at St. Basi l 's on Lazarus Saturday, 
thereby fol low ing their  husband and father , Adam 
Sti l ler , into the Or thodox Church. Pictured on the 
r ight is the enti r e fami ly w ith their  sponsors, 
Nicole Steineger  and Elizabeth and Daniel 
Simpson. 

Below  is an inter view  w ith the matr iar ch, Misty, 
where she recounts her  and her  fami ly's 
exper ience whi le they prepared to join the 
Or thodox fai th. May God grant them many years!

BAPTISM AT ST. BASIL'S

Where did you (Misty) grow up? How long have you and Adam known each other?

I  was born and raised here in Saint Louis, about a ten-minute dr ive from St. Basi l?s cur rent location. 
Adam and I met and dated in high school, then mar r ied in col lege about twenty years ago.

Can you tell us a little bit about your family?

Adam and I have four  chi ldren that we home-school, ages 9-14. We?re deeply rooted in the area? my 
parents, Adam?s parents, and al l  four  of our  sibl ings and their  fami l ies (al l  Protestants) l ive in Saint 
Louis as well . We?re the f i r st Or thodox Chr istians on ei ther  side of the family.

What can you share about your experience with the catechumen process being taught by your husband, 
Adam?

I t was a blessing to have the catechumenate f i t our  fami ly. We read some ver y helpful introductor y 
books (or  more often l istened to them? we love audiobooks!), and we learned and discussed the 
Creed. But I  think the most power ful par ts of the process were (1) the practical side, just attending 
the ser vices r egular ly and staying for  tr apeza often, and (2) informal discussion on al l  our  questions 
as they came up.

How did you explain this new faith to your children given the wide age differences from your oldest to 
your youngest?

Slow ly! I t was a multi -year  process to introduce, explain, and f inal ly enter  into Or thodoxy. And we 

AN OPEN LETTER FROM A TRAPEZA TEAM MEMBERDear  brothers and sister s!

I would l ike to ask a l i ttle help and understanding r egarding our  meals on Sundays.

Our  brothers and sister s in Chr ist, w i th love and dedication, are spending their  time away from their  
fami l ies, as well  as their  money to make wonder ful and tasty meals for  us on the Day of the Lord. 
Sundays are set aside to give thanks to God for  ever ything that He has done for  us, and also for  us to 
know  better  and love each other  in our  small (but grow ing) par ish family!

We need to r emember , when we are getting food on our  plates, that there are many members of our  
par ish family who are sti l l  in l ine and waiting for  their  turn to get food. Do not pi le up food on your  
plate but r ather  come back for  seconds. I t is ver y sad for  the tr apeza members to see so much food 
end up in the tr ash, w ith some of i t untouched.

Teach your  chi ldren to appreciate the food which they get on their  plates, for  there is much labor , 
f inancial r esources and time behind ever y Sunday meal. Please teach your  chi ldren to take only 
what they know  they are going to eat. Besides wasting the food, we depr ive those who are at the end 
of the l ine of anything to eat.

Remember  the basic Chr istian formula: we are to sacr i f ice ourselves for  other s, not expecting others 
to sacr i f ice themselves for  us.



always welcomed their  questions.

Are there any specific books or materials you would recommend for parents to use with their children 
that you found useful?

Ear ly on, the Simpson family gi f ted us prayer  books designed for  chi ldren? these were super  
helpful. There are two extended parables by Elder  Cleopa (we got them on Audible) that the kids 
loved. But the major i ty of the input for  the kids came through conversation. Adam or  I  would r ead 
something, and then talk w ith the kids about what we were learning. We had lots of good, and 
challenging, conversations!

There can be a lot of new things for children to get accustomed to in the Orthodox Church (confession, 
communion, etc.) How did you prepare your family for these new practices?

We talked about di f f icult or  confusing points well  ahead of time so the kids would know  what to 
expect. I t was impor tant for  us to avoid surpr ises wherever  possible. I t helped that Adam had 
alr eady gone through confession, baptism, and communion and could descr ibe things w ith a lot of 
detai l . Talking about the r easons behind our  practice, the roots in Scr ipture and Tradi tion, was also 
good for  the older  kids.

Who are your patron saints and why did you choose them?

My patron saint is Emil ia, the mother  of Saint Basi l  and four  other  saints. My main role is being a 
home-schooling mom, so her  example and prayers seem super  r elevant to my l i fe. We didn?t plan on 
becoming Or thodox four teen years ago when we star ted having kids, but (thank God!) each of them 
share their  bir th names w ith a saint, so those decisions were easy: Penelope, Si las, Amos, and 
Evangeline (named for  the Annunciation).

Is there anything else you would like for the parish to know?

We?re so grateful for  your  warm welcome. Thank you for  br inging us into your  fami ly!



For  the past three months in our  newsletter s we were offer ing to our  
r eaders Instructions to Spiritual Children, compi led from the letter s of 
Ar chbishop Theophan of Poltava (?1940). In helping his cor respondents 
to gain an unconfused know ledge of spir i tual l i fe, Ar chbishop 
Theophan would often draw  from the extr emely inf luential ascetic 
source Guidance to Spiritual Life in Answers to the Questions of the 
Disciples by Venerable Barsanuphius the Great and John the Prophet 
who l ived in the Palestinian deser t in the 6th centur y.

In the next several issues of our  newsletter , selected sections from 
Guidance to Spiritual Life w i l l  be offered for  your  spir i tual benefi t.

Vener able Bar sanuphius the Gr eat  and John the Pr ophet

The saints? answer s to the questions of those seeking guidance in 
spir itual life

13. Longsuffer ing is the mother  of al l  good. Look at Moses, who chose 
for  himself rather to suffer with the people of God than to have the pleasure of sin for a time (Heb. 
11:25).

17. Fir st, I  w i l l  accuse you: you cal l  yourself  a sinner , but in fact you do not show  that you 
acknow ledge this. One who acknow ledges himself to be a sinner  [? ] never  contradicts anyone, does 
not quar rel w i th anyone, does not become angr y at anyone, but consider s ever yone better  and more 
intel l igent than himself [? ] We have not yet attained to the point of consider ing ourselves sinners. 
He who loves the one who accuses him is most w ise (cf. Prov. 9:8). [? ] Behold, O brother , how  we are 
made a mocker y: we only speak w ith the l ips, but in deeds we show  something enti r ely di f ferent.

VENERABLE BARSANUPHIUS THE GREAT AND JOHN THE PROPHET

FOCUS ON FOCUS

Father  Thomas read the prayers for  the making of a 
catechumen over  Jackson Pecaut before the Divine Li turgy 
on Apr i l  2nd. Jackson has been attending catechumen 
classes given by Father  Thomas and w i l l  continue to learn 
about the Or thodox Faith. Please keep Jackson in your  
prayers that our  Lord may continue to guide him in his 
Or thodox journey.

NEW CATECHUMEN AT ST. BASIL'S

We w i l l  ser ve the FOCUS Sunday dinner  again on the fol low ing four  Sundays from roughly 3:45 to 
6:00 P.M. ? June 11, August  13, October  8, and Novem ber  19. I f  you are interested in helping, ei ther  
by providing food for  or  helping cook i t w i th the Sisterhood, or  by distr ibuting the meal and pantr y 
i tems at Ar changel Michael par ish in the ci ty, please noti fy Fr. Sergi i  or  Joseph Steineger.

In addition to offer ing a Sunday evening meal, we are also asked to help provide goods for  the 
FOCUS pantr y. For  the month of May, we have been asked to supply towels (not  th i ck  bath towels, 
but  th inner  style di sh towels), m en?s under wear , m en?s shor t  sleeve dr ess or  polo sh i r t s 
(m edium  and lar ge si zes), and m en?s jeans and khak is (m edium  and lar ge, tal l  and shor t ). 
Shi r t s, jeans and khak is can be ei ther  new  or  used, i n  good condi t i on . Cur rently, these are the 
only clothing r equests from the pantr y so please only provide these l isted goods. A f l ier  is posted in 
the tr apeza w ith tear -away tabs for  r eminders. Please donate these goods in the large plastic 
container  in our  par ish coat closet befor e May 21.



PARISH 
PRAYER 
LIST

Keep our  par ishioners, and those who ask us to pray for  them, in your  prayers this 
month. Contact Fr. Sergi i  to have yourself  or  your  loved ones added to the par ish 
prayer  l ist. Let one of the Fathers know  i f  you, a member  of your  fami ly, or  a fr iend is 
i l l  or  hospital ized so that appropr iate prayers and visi ts can be ar ranged. Please note: 
Hospitals do not noti fy clergy of patients, even i f  you l ist yourself  as a par ish member.

Ar chpr iest  Mar t i n  Swanson ?  Repose
Kather ine Swanson ?  Heal th
Ar ch im andr i te Ser aphim  ?  Heal th
Phot in i  M i l l s ?  Heal th
Tat iana Zyr yanova ?  Heal th
Glor ia Pappas ?  Repose

Jul i anna Cam pbel l  ?  Heal th
Dim i t r y Johnson ?  Heal th
Inna Dagaeva ?  Heal th
Mar k  Wiebenga ?  Heal th
Ekater ina Pavlenko ?  Heal th
Ar chpr iest  Moses Ber r y ?  Heal th

Praying for  catechumens is a ver y impor tant r esponsibi l i ty of an Or thodox 
Chr istian. So impor tant, that a special l i tany or  ser ies of peti tions in the 
Divine Li turgy is completely dedicated to asking the Lord to have mercy on 
al l  catechumens prepar ing for  i l lumination. "Let us the faithful pray for the 
catechumens, that the Lord will have mercy on them."

Let us fulf i l l  the words of the l i tany and pray for  our  fel low  brothers and 
sister s:

CATECHUMEN 
CORNER

Alexander
Rob, Melinda and family
Mar shal
Tyler
Laur en

Jer emy
Reid, Amber , and Char les
Doc
Jackson
Jill

21. You know , O brother , that i f  one does not endure vexations, he w i l l  not behold glor y, ei ther ; and 
i f  he is not cleansed of gal l , he w i l l  not exper ience sweetness. You have entered into the midst of the 
brethren and into the midst of var ious incidents in order  to be heated and tested ? gold is not tested 
in any other  way than by f i r e. Know , my brother , that ever y thought which is not preceded by the 
calmness of humil i ty does not come from God but clear ly from the left side. Our  Lord comes w ith 
quietness, but ever ything from the enemy comes w ith disturbance and unquietness. Although the 
demons also show  themselves clothed in sheepskins, nonetheless, being r apacious they are r evealed 
by means of the disturbance which they cause. 

35. When we pray and God delays in hear ing our  prayer , He does this for  our  benefi t, so as to teach 
us longsuffer ing; wherefore we need not become dow ncast, saying: ?We prayed and were not 
heard.? God knows what is prof i table for  a man. [? ]

47. Do you desir e to be delivered from sor rows and not to be weighed dow n by them? ? Expect 
greater  ones, and you w i l l  f ind peace. Remember  Job and the other  saints ? what sor rows they 
endured; acquir e their  patience and your  spir i t w i l l  be consoled. [? ]

62. [? ] one who is concerned for  his salvation should by no means ask questions in order  to obtain 
know ledge only, for  knowledge puffeth up (I  Cor. 8:1), as the apostle says. But to ask concerning the 
passions, and concerning how  one should pass his l i fe, that is, how  to be saved, is most f i tting; for  
this is necessar y and leads one to humil i ty. And humil i ty is a shor tened path to salvation, for  i t has 
been said: I  was humbled and the Lord saved me (Ps. 114:6). Likew ise, one of the saints says: ?A 
humble-minded monk is not cur ious to know  the myster ies, but the proud one pr ies into God?s 
judgments? (Ven. John of the Ladder  25:11).

79. Per fect humil i ty of w isdom consists of bear ing r eproaches, and dishonor , and the r est which Our  
Teacher  Jesus suffered?  A sign of the fact that a man has touched on per fect prayer  is the fact that 
he is no longer  disturbed, even though the whole wor ld might offend him.

To be continued
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