
July 2023 St. Basi l  the Great 
Or thodox Church

- Holy Hier ar ch John, Ar chbishop of  
Shanghai  and San Fr ancisco, the 
Wonder wor ker
- Fr i ., June 30 Vigi l  6 P.M.
- Sat., July 1 Divine Li turgy 9 A.M.

- Four th  Sunday af ter  Pentecost
- Holy Apost le Jude
- Sat., July 1 Vigi l  5 P.M.
- Sun., July 2 Divine Li turgy 10 A.M.

- Nat iv i t y of  Holy Pr ophet  John the 
For er unner  and Bapt i st  of  the Lor d
- Thur., July 6 Vigi l  6 P.M.
- Fr i ., July 7 Divine Li turgy 8 A.M.

- Fi f th  Sunday af ter  Pentecost
- Ti khvin  Icon of  the Mother  of  God
- Sat., July 8 Vigi l  5 P.M.
- Sun., July 9 Divine Li turgy 10 A.M.

- Holy Pr e-em inent  Apost les Peter  and Paul
- Tue., July 11 Vigi l  6 P.M.
- Wed., July 12 Divine Li turgy 8 A.M.

- Si x th  Sunday af ter  Pentecost
- Sat., July 15 Vigi l  5 P.M.
- Sun., July 16 Divine Li turgy 10 A.M.

- Holy Royal  Mar tyr s and Passion-bear er s 

Tsar  Nicholas, Tsar i t sa Alexandr a, Cr own 
Pr ince Alexy, Gr and Duchesses Olga, 
Tat i ana, Mar ia and Anastasia
- Mon., July 17 Moleben 9 A.M.

- Vener able Ser gi i  of  Radonezh
- New Vener able Mar tyr s Gr and Duchess 

El i zabeth and Bar bar a
- Mon., July 17 Vigi l  6 P.M.
- Tue., July 18 Divine Li turgy 8 A.M.

- Kazan Icon of  the Mother  of  God
- Fr i ., July 21 Moleben 9 A.M.

- Seventh Sunday af ter  Pentecost
- Vener able Anthony of  the Kiev Caves
- Sat., July 22 Vigi l  5 P.M.
- Sun., July 23 Divine Li turgy 10 A.M.

- Holy Equal -to-the-Apost les Gr eat  Pr incess 
Olga
- Mon., July 24 Moleben 9 A.M.

- Holy Equal -to-the-Apost les Gr eat  Pr ince 
Vladim i r
- Thur., July 27 Vigi l  6 P.M.
- Fr i ., July 28 Divine Li turgy 8 A.M.

- Eighth Sunday af ter  Pentecost
- Sat., July 29 Vigi l  5 P.M.
- Sun., July 30 Divine Li turgy 10 A.M.
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SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

Due to the ongoing wor k of fr escoing of the chur ch and the activities associated with er ection 
of the scaffolding in the center  of the nave, the schedule of the Divine Ser vices might change. 
The changes will be conveyed to the par ishioner s via email and to the gener al public via 
Facebook posts.



ICONOGRAPHY CONTINUES AT ST. BASIL'S
With the blessing of Ar chbishop Peter , 
iconographers Ivan Stor chak and 
Roman Mar tynenko are f inishing their  
work in the altar  by adding the images 
of Righteous John of Kronstadt (on the 
nor thern side) and Holy Hierar ch John 
of Shanghai and San Francisco (on the 
southern side). The photos presented 
here show  Ivan (on the left) and Roman 
(on the r ight) w r i ting the f inal detai ls 
for  the beloved saints.

Star ting in July, preparations w i l l  be 
under way to erect scaffolding in the 
center  of the nave to begin the 
iconography in the center  dome of the 
temple. Please keep Roman and Ivan in 
your  prayers as they continue on this most di f f icult area for  iconography work.

A reminder : the iconography is funded by the generous donations of the fai thful which can be 
deposi ted in the box speci f ical ly al located for  this project near  the candle kiosk.

Pictured on the left, the infant Adam was baptized by 
Father  Sergi i  on June 1st. Adam is the new born son of 
St. Basi l 's guests, iconographer  Roman and his w ife, 
Ekater ina.

Marshal Ber ra, Alexander  Ligman, and Tyler  Hensley 
(pictured from left to r ight in the far  r ight picture) 
were baptized at St. Basi l 's on Saturday June 17th by 
Father  Thomas. All  three young men have been 
prepar ing to join the Or thodox Church by attending 

BAPTISMS AT ST. BASIL'S

Fr. Matthew  sends his appreciation and grati tude to ever yone who ser ved 
on June 11th! Thank you for  your  kind ser vice to the FOCUS ministr y. We 
w i l l  ser ve the FOCUS Sunday dinner  again on the fol low ing three Sundays 
from roughly 3:45 to 6:00 P.M. ? August  13, October  8, and Novem ber  19. 
I f  you are interested in helping, ei ther  by providing food for  or  helping 
cook i t w i th the Sisterhood, or  by distr ibuting the meal and pantr y i tems 
at Ar changel Michael par ish in the ci ty, please noti fy Fr. Sergi i  or  Joseph 
Steineger.

For  the month of July, we have been asked to supply the FOCUS Pantr y 
w ith hygiene k i t s again. Please look for  an emai l from Fr. Sergi i  w i th 
detai ls about how  to supply mater ials for  the hygiene ki ts. A f l ier  is posted in the tr apeza w ith 
tear -away tabs for  r eminders. Please donate the hygiene goods in the large plastic container  in our  
par ish coat closet befor e Ju ly 23.

I f  you r emember  how  to use ?Sign-Up Genius,? you may go to the si te w ith the QR code above.

Scan QR code with a QR 
code scanner from any 

smart phone

FOCUS ON FOCUS



ser vices and catechumenate classes over  the last year  and have now  been reborn into their  new  l ives 
as Or thodox Chr istians. 

May God grant the new ly i l lumined many years!

Below , we also include an inter view  w ith the new ly i l lumined and 
wed Jeremy and Lauren Anderson. Both Jeremy and Lauren were 
catechized, baptized, and mar r ied at St. Basi l 's but since then, 
have moved to Texas.

Wher e did you both gr ow up?

Lauren ? Santa Barbara, CA
Jeremy ? High Point, NC

Since the both of you didn't gr ow up in St. Louis, what 
br ought you both to the ar ea?

Both of us moved for  work, Lauren works in the constr uction tech 
industr y and Jeremy in medical device.

How did you hear  about the Or thodox Chur ch and what made 
you want to conver t?

We had been in a long search for  tr uth and after  multiple fai led attempts heard about Eastern 
Or thodoxy through an Or thodox apologist on YouTube who encouraged l isteners to attend l i turgy. 
Once we star ted going to divine l i turgy and getting to know  the par ish community, there was no 
turning back!

How did you both meet?

Lauren ? We l ived in the same apar tment complex and met in a common area. I  made a comment on 
a poli tical ly charged mug he was dr inking out of, and i t was al l  up from there!

What was something memor able about your  fir st time attending an Or thodox ser vice?

Lauren ? The beauti ful sounds and scent of the censer  and the br ight color s and iconography. Before 
Or thodoxy I didn't have any r el igious background, feel ing the presence of God for  the f i r st time was 
something indescr ibable.

Jeremy ? Being r aised protestant, church ser vices often seemed l ike a business/marketing "feel-good" 
pi tch, thus the ser ious and reverent nature of the l i turgy was magnif icent and was nothing l ike I had 
ever  exper ienced. I  also loved that the chi ldren and the adults worshiped together.

Who ar e your  patr on saints and why did you choose them?

Lauren ? St. Laura of Cordoba
Jeremy ? St. Jeremiah the Prophet

Fr. Thomas made i t easy, encouraging us to pick patron saints close to our  names per  dir ection of 
Ar chbishop Peter. 

What has been your  favor ite thing about being Or thodox so far ?

The beauty and ful lness of fai th has brought us a profound sense of peace and purpose to our  l ives.

What do you most look for war d to as an Or thodox Chr istian?

We are so ear ly on our  journey! So exci ted to continue learning about the fai th and par ticipating in 
the sacraments. We are now  attending Holy Mother  of God in Georgetow n, TX which is also in the 
Diocese of Chicago and Mid-Amer ica.

Do you have a favor ite feast or  litur gical ser vice so far ?

Any of the ser vices dur ing Br ight Week and Saturday Panikhidas.



Holy Hierar ch Aleksi i , Metropoli tan of Moscow  and 
Wonder worker  of Al l  Russia (?1378), when perceiving his 
impending depar ture from this wor ld to the next, began to 
ponder  this question: To whom should he pass on the 
hierar chical throne of Moscow  and All  Russia? And his gaze 
rested upon the best successor  ? a holy man, Father  Sergi i , the 
wonder worker  of Radonezh. He went to him w ith this 
proposal and wanted to place his hierar chical cross upon him, 
but was unexpectedly met w ith the word: ?From my youth I 
have not been a wearer  of gold, and especial ly in my old age I 
want to r emain poor. You won?t f ind what you are looking for  
in me, for  I  am a sinful man and worse than al l  people.? And 
these were the words of a man who was wor thy for  his holy 
l i fe to r eceive from God the gi f t of clair voyance, the gi f t of 
healing; and he even raised a youth from the dead. He was wor thy to be visi ted by the Mother  of God 
and the apostles Peter  and John the Theologian. And this man considered himself worse than 
ever yone in the wor ld!

Why did he cal l  himself the worst of al l  people? Because even in his youth, when he planned to leave 
the sinful wor ld and go to the forest hermitage, he heeded the words of the Lord in the Holy Gospels: 
Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven; and he strove al l  his l i fe to attain 
this spir i tual pover ty. As we see, hear , and are convinced, he tr uly attained i t. 

What is this spir i tual pover ty? It is, f i r st of al l , the awareness of oneself  as a good-for -nothing and 
sinful per son, an ?unprofi table ser vant?, as the Lord Jesus Chr ist teaches. For  only such a spir i tual 
awareness forms an insurmountable bar r ier  to the most destr uctive human passion ? pr ide, which is 

the main obstacle on the spir i tual path to the Kingdom of 
Heaven.

Therefore, as we have come to God?s church on the feast day of 
the saint to honor  the great ascetic of Chr ist, we natural ly would 
want to be vouchsafed the crow n that our  holy father  Sergi i  of 
Radonezh received. He has inher i ted the Kingdom of Heaven.

What hinders us from receiving this Kingdom? We are hindered 
by the lack of this ver y spir i tual pover ty, the lack of awareness 
that we are the most sinful of al l  people. Although we might 
pronounce those words at times and say, ?I am the worst of al l  
people,? only one encounter  w ith simply some unfavorable 
cir cumstances is enough to convince us that this is not so. I t is 
ver y easy to test i t. As soon as some one close to us says an 
unkind word to us, cr i ticizes us, or  points out some personal 
fault of our s, our  soul immediately feels insulted and f lares up 
w ith r esentment. This is a clear  sign that we do not have an Painting of Venerable Sergii

VENERABLE SERGII AS AN IMAGE OF SPIRITUAL POVERTY 
A SERMON BY ARCHPRIEST MICHAEL BOIKO (?2002)
TRANSLATED BY NUN CORNELIA (REES)

Archpriest Michael Boiko

Is ther e anything else you would like to shar e with the par ish?

We wanted to give our  deepest grati tude to our  sponsors Theodore, Nicole, Rachel, Micah, and Fr. 
Thomas for  guiding us through the most impor tant journey of our  l ives. Glor y to God!



156. Blessed is he who has been pur i f ied of anger  and the other  
passions, has kept al l  the commandments, and says: I  am a worthless 
servant (Luke 17:10).

157. Brother ! The Divine Scr ipture says: Do everything with counsel, 
and without counsel do nothing (Sir ach 32:21). When you acted not 
according to counsel, but according to your  ow n w i l l , you labored 
fool ishly; for  there is no one who does not have need of someone to 
counsel him, except He Who created w isdom. But when you resolve to 
cut off  your  ow n w i l l  according to God, to enter  into humil i ty and 
accept the least of your  brothers as an advisor , you thereby arouse to 
envy the enemy of good, the demon, who ever  nour ishes envy towards 
ever yone. Do you see the stubbornness of the enemy? ?  Be heedful 
and you w i l l  genuinely see that just as soon as you place a beginning 
the enemy immediately presents to you a good-seeming pretext and 
you w i l l  destroy what you have begun. Then again you make a 
beginning and again al l  the sooner  destroy i t. And you do not 
r emember  that he that endureth to the end will be saved (Mark 13:13), 
and He Who hath begun a good work in you will perfect it unto the day of Christ Jesus (Phi l . 1:6). I f  you 
act not according to your  ow n w i l l , as you have acted up to now , i t w i l l  be easy for  you, and I do not 
gr ieve over  this, for  I  do not want to be anyone?s abba or  teacher , r emember ing the accusation of the 
apostle: Thou that teachest another, teachest thou not thyself? (Rom. 2:21). Brother ! The work of those 
being saved is to make the soul as r ef ined as a spider  web. And so, one needs much patience unti l  

VENERABLE BARSANUPHIUS THE GREAT AND JOHN THE PROPHET: PART III

awareness of our  sinfulness. And i f  we see that someone we know  has been given more r espect and 
attention than us, and this wounds us, then this is l ikew ise testimony to the fact that we are far  from 
spir i tual pover ty, that the spir i t of pr ide r eigns in us. And i f  we look w ith contempt and ar rogance at 
our  impover ished brothers who si t w i th outstr etched hands or  dig in the garbage bins, or  consider  
those who do not go to church and are not of the Chr istian fai th to be worse than ourselves and 
judge them, this also tel ls us that we do not have spir i tual pover ty.

Our  Venerable Father  Sergi i  of Radonezh has given us a great spir i tual lesson by cal l ing himself the 
?worst among people?, meaning worse than both those who worship God, and those who are 
indi f ferent to God and do not want to know  the Creator  and Savior  of the wor ld. He was l ike the 
Gospel publican who beat his breast w ith the words, ?God, be merci ful to me a sinner !?, and said the 
Jesus prayer  al l  his l i fe, w i th the awareness of his pover ty, exclaiming, ?Lord Jesus Chr ist, Son of God, 
have mercy on me a sinner !? The saint learned through exper ience the spir i tual law  that i t is not 
ascetic labors that open the way to salvation, but, f i r st of al l , humil i ty and pur i ty of spir i t. They cal l  
dow n God?s mercy upon us.

And we see that the Lord had mercy on the saint for  his spir i tual pover ty and gave him what he 
longed for  al l  his l i fe; He gave him the Kingdom of Heaven. And not only that. The Lord gave 
incor ruption to his temporal body. And the Lord gave him the power  of healing; even after  his death, 
he gives healing through his body of al l  i l lnesses, of both soul and body, to whomever  r uns to him 
w ith fai th and love for  help. The Lord gave St. Sergi i  the glor y of a luminar y and wonder worker  
before the whole wor ld, a protector  and guardian angel of the Russian land!

So this is what i t means to accept into our  hear ts the Lord?s words about spir i tual pover ty, what i t 
means to str ive to r eceive this pover ty w ith al l  our  str ength. May St. Sergi i?s image of spir i tual 
pover ty become a seed in our  hear ts and produce fr ui t, so that we might become poor  in spir i t and 
hear  the words of Our  Lord Jesus Chr ist: Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you from the foundation of the world.



PARISH 
PRAYER 
LIST

Keep our  par ishioners, and those who ask us to pray for  them, in your  prayers this 
month. Contact Fr. Sergi i  to have yourself  or  your  loved ones added to the par ish 
prayer  l ist. Let one of the Fathers know  i f  you, a member  of your  fami ly, or  a fr iend is 
i l l  or  hospital ized so that appropr iate prayers and visi ts can be ar ranged. Please note: 
Hospitals do not noti fy clergy of patients, even i f  you l ist yourself  as a par ish member.

Ar chpr iest  Mar t i n  Swanson ?  Repose
Kather ine Swanson ?  Heal th
Ar ch im andr i te Ser aphim  ?  Heal th
Phot in i  M i l l s ?  Heal th
Tat iana Zyr yanova ?  Heal th
Glor ia Pappas ?  Repose
Jul i anna Cam pbel l  ?  Heal th

Dim i t r y Johnson ?  Heal th
Inna Dagaeva ?  Heal th
Mar k  Wiebenga ?  Heal th
Ekater ina Pavlenko ?  Heal th
Ar chpr iest  Moses Ber r y ?  Heal th
Daniel  Sim pson ?  Heal th
Cher yl  (Xenia) Light  ?  Heal th

Praying for  catechumens is a ver y impor tant r esponsibi l i ty of an Or thodox 
Chr istian. So impor tant, that a special l i tany or  ser ies of peti tions in the 
Divine Li turgy is completely dedicated to asking the Lord to have mercy on 
al l  catechumens prepar ing for  i l lumination. "Let us the faithful pray for the 
catechumens, that the Lord will have mercy on them."

Let us fulf i l l  the words of the l i tany and pray for  our  fel low  brothers and 
sister s:

CATECHUMEN 
CORNER

Rob, Melinda and family
Reid, Amber , and Char les
Doc
Jackson

Jill
Ricar do
Chr istiano
Bar bar a

Peter  and infant
Ivan
Michael

through many sor rows we enter  into the Kingdom of God (Acts 14:22) in Chr ist Jesus Our  Lord?

160. Let us always accuse ourselves: for  victor y consists precisely in this. As for  the r esolve to go into 
the deser t, as the father s said, there are three conditions, which i f  anyone obser ves, he can l ive both 
among people and in the deser ts, and wherever  he might go, namely: to r eproach oneself , to leave 
one?s ow n w i l l  behind him, and to consider  oneself  lower  than al l  cr eatures. And let i t be know n to 
your  love that al l  the effor ts of the devi l  are dir ected towards separating us from each other  [? ]

161. In al l  cases let us hasten to humil i ty; for  the humble one l ies on the ground, and where can one 
fal l  who l ies on the ground? But i t is evident that one who is in a high place fal ls easi ly.

165. The Scr ipture says: We had entered into fire and water, and Thou hast led us out into repose (Ps. 
65:12). Those who desir e to please God must go through small sor rows. How  i t is that we glor i fy holy 
mar tyr s for  the suffer ings which they have endured for  the sake of God, i f  we cannot our selves 
endure even a l i ttle sickness? Tell  your  sor row ful soul: ?Is not a fever  better  than Gehenna?? Know  
that they who want i t easy in ever ything w i l l  hear  one day: Thou didst receive good things in thy 
lifetime (Luke 16:25). Let us not weaken: we have the merci ful God Who knows our  inf i rmity better  
than we do. I f  He, for  the sake of testing, al lows a disease to come upon us, we have tr eatment from 
the apostle who says: God is faithful; He will not suffer you to be tempted above your ability, but will 
with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it (I  Cor. 10:13).

168. Who can depict, or  who can search out the unutterable joy of the saints, their  unspeakable 
r ejoicing and incomparable l ight; how  the Lord r eveals to them here the manifestation of His 
wondrous and most glor ious myster ies and the glor y and repose prepared for  them; how  He 
removes their  mind from the present wor ld, and they ever  see themselves in Heaven w ith Chr ist and 
His angels. Neither  hunger , nor  thir st, nor  anything ear thly causes them sor rows; for  they have 
found fr eedom from the r eproaches, passions, and sins of l i fe, and in a word I shall  say w ith the 
words of the Scr ipture: Where their treasurer is, there is their heart also.

To Be Continued
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