
August 2023 St. Basi l  the Great 
Or thodox Church

- Vener able Ser aphim  of  Sar ov
- Vener able Macr ina, si ster  of  St  Basi l  t he 

Gr eat
- Tue., Aug. 1 Moleben 9 A.M.

- Holy Pr ophet  El i as
- Tue., Aug. 1 Vigi l  6 P.M.
- Wed., Aug. 2 Divine Li turgy 8 A.M.

- 9th  Sunday af ter  Pentecost
- Right-bel i ev ing Passion-bear er s Bor i s 

and Gleb
- Sat., Aug. 5 Vigi l  5 P.M.
- Sun., Aug. 6 Divine Li turgy 10 A.M.

- Gr eat  Mar tyr  and Healer  Panteleim on
- Tue., Aug. 8 Vigi l  6 P.M.
- Wed., Aug. 9 Divine Li turgy 8 A.M.

- 10th Sunday af ter  Pentecost

- Sat., Aug 12 Vigi l  5 P.M.
- Sun., Aug. 13 Divine Li turgy 10 A.M.

- Pr ocession of  the Pr ecious Wood of  the 
Cr oss
- Mon., Aug. 14 Blessing of Water  Moleben 9 

A.M.
- Tr ansf i gur at i on of  the Lor d

- Fr i ., Aug. 18 Vigi l  6 P.M.
- Sat., Aug. 19 Divine Li turgy 9 A.M.

- 11th Sunday af ter  Pentecost
- Sat., Aug. 19 Vigi l  5 P.M.
- Sun., Aug. 20 Divine Li turgy 10 A.M.

- 12th Sunday af ter  Pentecost
- Sat., Aug. 26 Vigi l  5 P.M.
- Sun., Aug. 27 Divine Li turgy 10 A.M.

- Dor m i t i on of  the Mother  of  God
- Sun., Aug. 27 Vigi l  6 P.M.
- Mon., Aug. 28 Divine Li turgy 8 A.M.
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ICONOGRAPHY CONTINUES AT ST. BASIL'S
The iconography has been completed in the altar. The awe inspir ing work is pictured in detai l  on the 
fol low ing page. The work in this area was star ted in March, and after  four  shor t months, the walls 
have become magnif icent icons to fur ther  give glor y to God!

Scaffolding has been erected in the center  of the nave and iconographers Ivan Stor chak and Roman 
Mar tynenko have star ted hand w r i ting icons in the center  dome of the temple. Chr ist Pantocrator  
w i l l  be w r i tten in the center  dome encir cled by six-w inged seraphim and small embell ishments near  
the dome w indows.

Please keep Roman and Ivan in your  prayers that they may be safe ascending and descending the 
scaffolding to complete their  work.

A reminder : the iconography is funded by the generous donations of the fai thful which can be 
deposi ted in the box speci f ical ly al located for  this project near  the candle kiosk.





MONASTERY VISIT: A REFLECTION
PHILIP PIERANGELO AND NOAH BAERMAN

The last two and a half  weeks in June have been hectic 
and yet, at the same time, peaceful. On June 8th, Noah 
and I visi ted All  Merci ful Savior  Monaster y on Vashon 
Island, Seattle, Washington. There, we were greeted 
w ith a wall  of si lence and peace that emitted from the 
monaster y. This was my f i r st time visi ting a 
monaster y. 

Now , how  did the visi t go?

According to Phi l ip: 

?The visi t to the monaster y was not only my f i r st? and 
i t cer tainly won?t be my last? but i t left me w ith a taste 

of something sweeter  than what I  would have found l iving on the ear th. The si lence from the outside 
wor ld kept me in contemplation of my soul, and of my obediences dur ing the visi t. In addition to 
these, we got to speak and talk w ith Br. Basi l , a former  par ishioner  here at St. Basi l?s that became a 
monastic. Thanks to our  effor ts in the two days we were there, the garden was cleaned up and a new  
canopy was added for  new  cucumber  plants. On my last day there I ended up buying two books and 

Monastery Courtyard

We w i l l  ser ve the FOCUS Sunday dinner  
on August  13. I f  you are interested in 
helping, ei ther  by providing food for  or  
helping cook i t w i th the Sisterhood, or  by 
distr ibuting the meal and pantr y i tems at 
Ar changel Michael par ish in the ci ty, 
please noti fy Father  Sergi i  or  Joseph 
Steineger.

Thank you ver y much for  your  hygiene ki t 
donations over  the past two months. The 
FOCUS ministr y has expressed their  
grati tude for  the roughly 125 ki ts that we 
have supplied. May God bless you for  your  
kindness!

For  the month of August, we have been 
asked to supply the FOCUS Pantr y w ith 15 
oz. cans of  f r u i t , Spaghet t iOs, and beef  
stew . All cans should have pop-tops since 
the homeless r arely have can openers in 
their  possession. Please look for  an emai l 
from Father  Sergi i  w i th detai ls about these 
i tems. A f l ier  is posted in the tr apeza w ith 
tear -away tabs for  r eminders. Please 
donate these i tems in the large plastic 
container  in our  par ish coat closet befor e 
August  20.

FOCUS ON FOCUS



The Wester velt fami ly (Rob, Melinda, their  
chi ldren: Abraham, Rosalind, and Wil l iam, 
along w ith their  grandmother , Barbara) were 
baptized by Father  Sergi i  on July 8th. Our  Lord 
has cal led three generations to His Church and 
al l  were joyful ly suppor ted by St. Basi l 's par ish 
and fr iends as pictured on the r ight.

The infant, Carol ine Helen, was baptized by 
Father  Thomas on July 25th at St. Basi l 's. Her  
parents, Reader  Constantine and Laura Stade, 
welcomed their  thir d chi ld into the Or thodox Church sur rounded by their  fami ly and fr iends from 
the par ish.

Father  Thomas's new born daughter , Anamar ia Elizabeth, was 
baptized by Father  Sergi i  on July 29th. Anamar ia is pictured 
to the left w i th her  sponsor , Macr ina Sakhelashvi l i , whi le 
being anointed w ith Holy Chr ism.

May God grant the new ly i l lumined many years!

Below , we also include an inter view  w ith the new ly i l lumined 
Tyler  Hensley who was baptized at St. Basi l 's last month.

Wher e did you gr ow up?

I  grew  up in Nor th Carol ina, South Carol ina, Texas, and 
Missour i . I  spent the major i ty of that time in Poplar  Bluff , 
Missour i .

I f you didn't gr ow up in St. Louis, what br ought you to the ar ea?

I  moved to St. Louis to get an education in carpentr y.

How did you hear  about the Or thodox Chur ch and what made you want to conver t?

I  could mention people doing apologetics, but ultimately I  was draw n to the Church, and I give al l  
glor y to God for  that.

What was something memor able about your  fir st time attending an Or thodox ser vice?

I t was so beauti ful and ever yone was so r everent of God that i t was unlike anything I?ve ever  seen 
before.

Who is your  patr on saint and why did you choose him?

My patron Saint is the Holy and Righteous Prophet David. I  chose him because he is such a strong 

BAPTISMS AT ST. BASIL'S

leaving w ith a new  obedience for  the monaster y: tr anslating and cataloging icons. The monaster y 
exper ience made me realize that I  cr ave the sti l lness and si lence. I  def ini tely w i l l  be going back there 
in the future!?

According to Noah: 

?The monaster y has changed for  the better. The Brothers there have al l  grow n signi f icantly in spir i t.  
I  have seen myself grow  spir i tual ly after  visi ting the Monaster y for  the second time. Brother  Basi l , 
my former  roommate, and my Elder  Brother  in Chr ist has begun to die to himself dur ing his 
novi tiate. I  thank God for  having been gi f ted such a blessing to know  and l ive among such fai thful 
men.? 



169. Concerning the fasting, do not gr ieve, as I have said to you before: God does not demand of 
anyone labors beyond his str ength. And, indeed, what is fasting i f  not a punishment of the body in 
order  to humble a healthy body and make i t inf i rm for  passions, according to the word of the 
apostle: When I am weak, then am I strong (I I  Cor. 12:10). And disease, more than this, is a 
punishment and takes the place of fasting and even more ? for  one who bears i t w i th patience, 
thanks God, and through patience receives the fr ui t of his salvation; for  instead of weakening his 
body by fasting, he is alr eady sick w ithout that. Give thanks to God that you have been delivered 
from the labor  of fasting. [? ]

183. For  a beginner  the fol low ing is appropr iate: to r emain in profound humil i ty, in no case 
whatever  consider  oneself  to be something, not to say: ?What is this, or  what is this for?? But r ather , 
one must r emain in obedience and great submission, not to compare oneself  w i th anyone, not to say: 

VENERABLE BARSANUPHIUS THE GREAT AND JOHN THE PROPHET: PART IV

1. Ensure both spouses are never  angr y at the same time.
2. Never  yel l  at one another  (unless there is a f i r e in the 

house)
3. If  one needs to w in the argument, let him/her  give way 

to the other
4. If  a cor rection/cr i ticism is due, do i t w i th love
5. Never  r ecall  the past mistakes of one another
6. Do not go to bed w ithout r econci l ing f i r st
7. The law : ?The In-laws can only advise but never  

demand/rule/judge? should be fol lowed at al l  times.
8. At least once a day, tr y to say a kind word to one 

another
9. When you do something w rong, be quick to acknow ledge your  mistake and ask for  

forgiveness
10.It takes two to star t an argument, but the one who talks more is w rong

TEN PRECEPTS OF PEACEFUL FAMILY LIFE
ARCHPRIEST ALEXANDER AVDUGIN

Archpriest Alexander Avdugin

multi faceted example for  al l  Chr istian men.

What has been your  favor ite thing about being Or thodox so far ?

Getting baptized and chr ismated has been the pinnacle of my exper ience here and I?m so grateful.

What do you most look for war d to as an Or thodox Chr istian?

Continuing to improve my l i fe and move toward Chr ist

Do you have a favor ite feast or  litur gical ser vice so far ?

The ser vice for  St. Mar y of Egypt had a huge impact on me when I f i r st star ted coming as an 
inquir er.

Is ther e anything else you would like to shar e with the par ish?

I  just want to thank ever yone for  the guidance, kindness, and fel lowship they?ve welcomed me w ith. 
I  was a mess and a half  when I f i r st walked into St. Basi l 's and I?m sti l l  a mess but thanks to the Lord 
and ever yone here, my l i fe has improved dramatical ly for  the better. Thank you al l .



PARISH 
PRAYER 
LIST

Keep our  par ishioners, and those who ask us to pray for  them, in your  prayers this 
month. Contact Fr. Sergi i  to have yourself  or  your  loved ones added to the par ish 
prayer  l ist. Let one of the Fathers know  i f  you, a member  of your  fami ly, or  a fr iend is 
i l l  or  hospital ized so that appropr iate prayers and visi ts can be ar ranged. Please note: 
Hospitals do not noti fy clergy of patients, even i f  you l ist yourself  as a par ish member.

Ar chpr iest  Mar t i n  Swanson ?  Repose
Kather ine Swanson ?  Heal th
Ar ch im andr i te Ser aphim  ?  Heal th
Phot in i  M i l l s ?  Heal th
Tat iana Zyr yanova ?  Heal th
Glor ia Pappas ?  Repose
Jul i anna Cam pbel l  ?  Heal th

Dim i t r y Johnson ?  Heal th
Inna Dagaeva ?  Heal th
Mar k  Wiebenga ?  Heal th
Ekater ina Pavlenko ?  Heal th
Ar chpr iest  Moses Ber r y ?  Heal th
Daniel  Sim pson ?  Heal th
Cher yl  (Xenia) Light  ?  Heal th

Praying for  catechumens is a ver y impor tant r esponsibi l i ty of an Or thodox 
Chr istian. So impor tant, that a special l i tany or  ser ies of peti tions in the 
Divine Li turgy is completely dedicated to asking the Lord to have mercy on 
al l  catechumens prepar ing for  i l lumination. "Let us the faithful pray for the 
catechumens, that the Lord will have mercy on them."

Let us fulf i l l  the words of the l i tany and pray for  our  fel low  brothers and 
sister s:

CATECHUMEN 
CORNER

Reid, Amber , and Char les
Doc
Jackson

Jill
Ricar do
Chr istiano

Peter  and infant
Ivan
Michael

?Such a one is r espected; why am I not r espected? He has ever ything 
easy, and why do I not have ease?? To be disdained in ever ything and 
not become indignant ? behold the works of the tr ue beginner  who 
really desir es to be saved.

187. Whether  you are r ighteous or  a sinner , in any case you must 
endure r eproaches, for  we cannot be w ithout sor row. Sor row  teaches 
us patience. And the apostle ? a surpr ising teacher  of this ? says: Be 
patient in sorrow (Rom. 12:12), for  sor row  stands before those who 
desir e to be saved. The Lord Himself has said: In the world ye shall have 
sorrow (John 16:33). And again i t has been said: Through many sorrows 
we must enter the Kingdom of God (Acts 14:22). Know , O brother , that 
He Who said: My soul is sorrowful even unto death (Matt. 26:38), 
desir ing to save you, has al lowed you to suffer  a l i ttle, so that for  
patience you might r eceive from Him, there, at that ter r ible hour. I f  we 
w ish to have i t easy in ever ything, then one day we w i l l  hear : Thou 
didst receive good things in thy lifetime (Luke 16:25). Our  Master  
endured for  us al l  suffer ings: why then we, r emember ing His 
suffer ings, do not endure our  suffer ings, whereby we could have 

become communicants of His? We are given a commandment to give thanks for  ever ything (I Thes. 
5:18); and beware lest the hater  of good draw  us into ingrati tude and then we w i l l  lose ever ything.

193. God lets us fal l  into ar rogance and other  passions so that we might acknow ledge our  inf i rmity 
and acknow ledge where we are. [? ] But beware of thinking that we fal l  into ar rogance and other  
passions by God?s w i l l  ? for  God?s w i l l  is not in this. Rather , God al lows this to happen to us because 
of our  negligence, and out of His love for  mankind He br ings us from our  evi l  deeds to humil i ty, for  
our  ow n salvation.

To be continued.
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