
September  2023 St. Basi l  the Great 
Or thodox Church

- 13th Sunday af ter  Pentecost
- Sat., Sept 2. Vigi l  5 P.M.
- Sun., Sept. 3 Divine Li turgy 10 A.M.
- At the conclusion of the Li turgy ?  Moleben for  the 

chi ldren star ting a new  school year
- Meet ing of  the Vladim i r  I con of  the Mother  of  God

- Mar tyr s Adr ian and Natal i a
- Fr i ., Sept. 8 Moleben 9 A.M.

- 14th Sunday af ter  Pentecost
- Vener able Job of  Pochaev
- Vener able Moses the Black
- Sat., Sept. 9 Vigi l  5 P.M.
- Sun., Sept. 10 Divine Li turgy 10 A.M.

- Beheading of  the Pr ophet  John the For er unner
- Sun., Sept. 10 Vigi l  6 P.M.
- Mon., Sept. 11 Divine Li turgy 8 A.M.

- Right-bel i ev ing Gr eat  Pr ince Alexander  Nevsky
- Par i sh Br other hood Pat r onal  Feast

- Tue., Sept. 12 Moleben 6 P.M.
- 15th Sunday af ter  Pentecost

- Right-bel i ev ing Pr ince Peter  and Pr incess 
Fevr onia of  Mur om

- Sat., Sept. 16 Vigi l  5 P.M.
- Sun., Sept. 17 Divine Li turgy 10 A.M.

- 1st  Anniver sar y of  Ar chpr iest  Mar t i n?s Repose
- Wed., Sept. 20 Panihida 9 A.M.

- Nat iv i t y of  the Theotokos
- Wed., Sept. 20 Vigi l  6 P.M.
- Thurs., Sept. 21 Divine Li turgy 8 A.M.

- 16th Sunday af ter  Pentecost
- Sunday befor e the Exal tat i on of  the Cr oss
- Sat., Sept. 23 Vigi l  5 P.M.
- Sun., Sept. 24 Divine Li turgy 10 A.M.

- Exal tat i on of  the Pr ecious Cr oss
- Tue., Sept. 26 Vigi l  6 P.M.
- Wed., Sept. 27 Divine Li turgy 8 A.M.

- Mar tyr s Fai th , Hope, Love and thei r  m other  Sophia
- Sat., Sept. 30 Moleben 9 A.M.
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SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

ST. BASIL'S REMEMBERS MATUSHKA KATHERINE SWANSON
St. Basi l 's beloved matushka Kather ine Swanson, the w idow  of our  founder  
Archpr iest Mar tin, fel l  asleep in the Lord ear ly in the morning on August 24th. She 
was visi ted by many par ishioners over  the past year  since Father  Mar tin's r epose 
and especial ly in the last weeks of her  l i fe. Matushka's body was brought into the 
church on the afternoon of August 30th and her  funeral ser vice was held the next 
day on August 31st. The funeral ser vice was preceded by vespers and matins the 
night before and l i turgy on Thursday morning.

In many ways, matushka helped bui ld St. Basi l 's into the par ish i t is today w ith her  
constant suppor t of her  husband, Father  Mar tin, and her  dedication to the needs of 
the grow ing par ish of St. Basi l  the Great. I t is also through matushka and her  
fami ly's inf luence that God led Father  Mar tin to the Or thodox Church. Please keep 
the soul of our  depar ted matushka in your  prayers these f i r st 40 days, that the Lord 
may have mercy on her  dur ing her  per sonal judgment.



BAPTISMS AT ST. BASIL'S
Michael Damke and Jackson (Job) 
Pecaut were baptized by Father  
Thomas on August 26th at St. 
Basi l 's. Both young men have 
been attending ser vices and 
studying Or thodoxy in Father  
Thomas's weekly catechesis 
classes. Now  that their  studies are 
complete, they have received their  
r ebir th into the Or thodox Church. 
May God grant the new ly 
i l lumined many years!

FUNERAL FOR DEPARTED MATUSHKA KATHERINE SWANSON



Iconographers Ivan Stor chak and Roman Mar tynenko continue their  
work in the center  dome of the church and are working to add 
seraphim along the dome walls sur rounding the icon of Chr ist 
Pantocrator. The inscr iption "Blessed is He Who cometh in the name 
of the Lord" w i l l  also be added along the cir cumference of the Lord. 
Sections of the scaffolding erected in the center  of the nave were 
temporar i ly r emoved in August to al low  the iconographers and 

par ishioners a 
better  view  from 
the ground of the 
impressive icon. 
The pictures to the 
r ight and left show  
the progress on the 
dome from the ground f loor.

Please continue to keep Roman and Ivan in your  
prayers that they may be safe ascending and 
descending the scaffolding to complete their  work.

A reminder : the iconography is funded by the 
generous donations of the fai thful which can be 
deposi ted in the box speci f ical ly al located for  this 
project near  the candle kiosk.

UPCOMING FESTIVAL AT ST. BASIL'S
St. Basi l 's w i l l  hold a par ish festival after  Divine Li turgy on October  1st . The event is organized by 
the Sisterhood of St. Macr ina, however , ever yone is encouraged and welcome to par ticipate in the 
preparations and to help on the day of the event. The festival w i l l  ser ve foods and beverages from 
the many cultures celebrated by the community of St. Basi l 's. There w i l l  also be crafting activi ties, 
yard games, and face painting avai lable. I f  you would l ike to help in any of these areas, please 
contact Matushka Svetlana Alekseev for  fur ther  information.

ICONOGRAPHY CONTINUES AT ST. BASIL'S

Thank you for  your  fai thful ser vice on the ear ly evening of August 13th, when we fed 67 guests w ith 
our  meal.  The numbers have signi f icantly r isen in the last two months, so we w i l l  need to prepare 
roughly 100-125 meals to keep up w ith the demand.  Our  next meal w i l l  be ser ved on October  8th . I f  
you are interested in helping, ei ther  by providing food for  or  helping cook i t w i th the Sisterhood, or  
by distr ibuting the meal and pantr y i tems at Ar changel Michael par ish in the ci ty, please noti fy Fr. 
Sergi i  or  Joseph Steineger.

Thank you as well  for  your  fai thful ser vice in providing cans of fr ui t, SpaghettiOs, and beef stew  
dur ing the month of August.  The FOCUS ministr y was ver y appreciative of our  donations.

For  the months of September  and October , we have been asked to supply the FOCUS Pantr y w ith 
10-14 oz. boxed cer eals (sugar y kinds l ike Frosted Flakes, Frui ty Pebbles, etc. that are easy on 
damaged teeth), boxes of  oatm eal  packets, and 32 oz. container s of  shel f -stable m i l k . Please look 
for  an emai l from Fr  Sergi i  w i th detai ls about these i tems.  A f l ier  is posted in the tr apeza w ith 
tear -away tabs for  r eminders. Please donate these i tems in the large plastic container  in our  par ish 
coat closet. We would l ike to supply a healthy donation by Septem ber  17th and a second healthy 
donation by October  22nd .

FOCUS ON FOCUS



Below , we include an inter view  w ith new ly i l lumined Rob and 
Melinda Wester velt whose family was baptized at St. Basi l 's last 
month.

How long have you both known each other ?

We off icial ly met 23 years ago, in Februar y of 2000, at Biola 
Univer si ty in Southern Cali fornia. We were mar r ied in July of 2001.

Wher e did you both gr ow up?

Rob grew  up in Southern Cali fornia (Newhall), and Melinda grew  
up in Montana (Ki la and Jordan) and Alaska (Peter sburg).

Can you tell us a little bit about your  family?

We have three chi ldren: Abraham (13), Rosalind (11), and Wil l iam 
(7). Our  kids were al l  born into a small community in Oregon w ine 

countr y and appreciate the beauty of nature. As a fami ly we enjoy playing games, going on walks, 
tr aveling, r eading, talking, and eating good food. At church Abraham has star ted ser ving in the altar , 
Rosalind l ikes to help w ith the food for  tr apeza, and Wil l iam loves to play outside w ith his fr iends.

What br ought you to the Or thodox Chur ch?

We come from a Protestant background and I (Rob) was concerned about how  fr equently the beliefs 
in the churches were changing. I  wanted to know  where was the church that the gates of hel l  would 
not prevai l  against? I wanted a fai th that would sustain our  fami ly for  the r est of their  l ives. A dear  
fr iend of mine in Cali fornia had been Or thodox for  more than 20 years, and I asked him about his 
fai th. He explained that Or thodoxy showed him how  to l ive. He taught me the Jesus Prayer  and 
recommended three Or thodox churches in the St. Louis area. St. Basi l  was at the top of his l ist. I  
ar r anged a meeting w ith Fr. Sergi i  in late August of 2021 and began attending in September  of that 
year. My family joined me a few  months later , and we've been attending ever  since.

What was the catechumen pr ocess with your  older  childr en?

I t 's r eal ly an ongoing process that had i ts beginning when Rob f i r st visi ted St. Basi l  and star ted 
delving ser iously into Or thodox beliefs and practice. To be honest, we haven't had a formalized 
catechumen process, but we often discuss Or thodoxy as i t r elates to r elationships, theology, worship, 
our  understanding of the Scr ipture, wor ldview , and to al l  of l i fe. We teach them things as we learn 
them. The kids al l  have their  ow n prayer  books (thanks to their  godparents) and prayer  corners now. 
Abraham is learning through his ser vice in the altar. But Father  Sergi i  gave us good advice ear ly on: 
Be hard as a stone on yourself  but gentle as a rose petal on others. This is the approach we tr y to take 
w ith our  chi ldren as they grow  in their  fai th.

How did you explain this new faith to them?

We tr y to show  them the fai th more than explain i t to them. We also let them exper ience i t through 
attending ser vices and getting to know  how  the Church operates, so to speak. That being said, having 
come out of Protestantism, we use our  previous exper iences and understanding to help them see the 
simi lar i ties and di f ferences between i t and Or thodoxy, and we use those examples to help explain 
why we are Or thodox. The kids sti l l  have many Protestant fr iends, so they r egular ly comment on the 

MEETING THE NEWLY ILLUMINED

The Annual Par ish Meeting w i l l  take place in the church hall  on Sunday, Septem ber  17th , 
immediately fol low ing the Divine Li turgy and pr ior  to ser ving the meal. Al l  adult baptized members 
of the par ish should attend. Par ish counci l  members w i l l  present their  annual r epor ts and hold a 
general discussion on par ish matter s.

UPCOMING PARISH MEETING



differences they see between the two approaches to fai th. They often say how  happy they are to be 
Or thodox and to be a par t of the community at St. Basi l .

Ar e ther e any specific books or  mater ials you would r ecommend for  par ents to use with their  
childr en/family that you found useful?

We haven't used ver y many resources aimed speci f ical ly at chi ldren, although we are cer tainly open 
to any good recommendations that other s may have! Our  approach as parents has been to learn by 
par ticipating in the ser vices, r eading Or thodox books and websites, l istening to Or thodox monks and 
pr iests onl ine, and asking questions of Father  Sergi i  and Father  Thomas as well  as tr usted Or thodox 
believers around us. We then share w ith our  chi ldren the things we learn and explain things to them 
that they may not understand.

Ther e can be a lot of new things for  childr en to get accustomed to in the Or thodox Chur ch 
(confession, communion, etc.) How did you pr epar e your  family for  these new pr actices?

Again, we took a more gentle approach as Father  suggested. We introduced things l i ttle by l i ttle and 
incorporated them slow ly over  time (and we are sti l l  adding to our  fai th practice and 
understanding). We didn't become baptized Or thodox believers unti l  ever yone was ready. This took 
about a year  and a half  of just attending as a fami ly. To our  great surpr ise, not only were our  kids 
exci ted about being baptized, but Rob's mother , Barbara, got baptized along w ith us!

Who ar e your  patr on saints and why did you choose them?

Rob chose St. John the Forerunner. He chose him because he resonated w ith the Great Prophet's 
admonition that "He must increase, but I  must decrease" (John 3:10).

Melinda chose St. Emmelia of Caesarea, the mother  of multiple saints. St. Emmelia "insti l led the 
Or thodox fai th in her  chi ldren, teaching them to pray and devote their  l ives to the ser vice of the 
Church." Melinda feels that her  most impor tant role is the r aising of her  chi ldren, and St. Emmelia's 
example is something to emulate.

Abraham chose St. George the Trophy Bearer  because he was inspir ed by his braver y and 
w i l l ingness to stand for  what he believed in.

Rosalind chose St. Br igid of Ir eland because she admired her  kindness and generosi ty (even as a 
chi ld) to the poor  and needy.

Wil l iam chose St. Chr istopher. His middle names are Chr istopher  Benedict, and St. Chr istopher  
seemed more sui ted to Wil l iam's per sonali ty and character  than St. Benedict.

What ar e your  and your  childr en's favor ite things about being Or thodox so far ?

The food. Ha, ha. In al l  ser iousness, we really value that the Church is a tr ue community, that 
Or thodoxy is a continuation of the or iginal Church, that nothing in Church practice is done w ithout a 
purpose and meaning, that the fai th tr adi tions and practices have been passed 
dow n--unchanging--through the centur ies, and that Or thodoxy is a way of l i fe and offer s a tr ue path 
of continued grow th. We appreciate the emphasis on humil i ty. We also greatly value the beauty of 
the music, the aesthetics of the church bui ldings, and the beauti ful and tr anscendent iconography 
and ar twork. And we are actually ser ious about enjoying al l  the food and eating lunch together  each 
week!

Is ther e anything else you would like for  the par ish to know?

We appreciate Father  Sergi i  and Joseph Steineger  for  their  unending patience and w i l l ingness to 
answer  our  many questions and to discuss the ideas that were especial ly challenging for  us dur ing 
the catechesis process. We also appreciate Father  Thomas for  his leadership under  Father  Sergi i  as 
well  as Deacon Ephraim for  his fai thful dedication. We are also ver y grateful for  the members of this 
congregation of bel iever s, and we are thankful to be a par t of such a warm and welcoming 
community!



PARISH 
PRAYER 
LIST

Keep our  par ishioners, and those who ask us to pray for  them, in your  prayers this 
month. Contact Fr. Sergi i  to have yourself  or  your  loved ones added to the par ish 
prayer  l ist. Let one of the Fathers know  i f  you, a member  of your  fami ly, or  a fr iend is 
i l l  or  hospital ized so that appropr iate prayers and visi ts can be ar ranged. Please note: 
Hospitals do not noti fy clergy of patients, even i f  you l ist yourself  as a par ish member.

Ar chim andr i te Ser aphim  ?  Heal th
Ar chpr iest  Moses Ber r y ?  Heal th
Reader  Sym eon Cam pbel l  ?  Heal th
Phot in i  M i l l s ?  Heal th
Tat iana Zyr yanova ?  Heal th
Ju l i anna Cam pbel l  ?  Heal th
Dim i t r y Johnson ?  Heal th

Inna Dagaeva ?  Heal th
Mar k  Wiebenga ?  Heal th
Daniel  Sim pson ?  Heal th
Cher yl  (Xenia) Light  ?  Heal th
Ar chpr iest  Mar t i n  Swanson ?  Repose
Kather ine Swanson ?  Repose
Glor ia Pappas ?  Repose

Praying for  catechumens is a ver y impor tant r esponsibi l i ty of an Or thodox 
Chr istian. So impor tant, that a special l i tany or  ser ies of peti tions in the 
Divine Li turgy is completely dedicated to asking the Lord to have mercy on 
al l  catechumens prepar ing for  i l lumination. "Let us the faithful pray for the 
catechumens, that the Lord will have mercy on them."

Let us fulf i l l  the words of the l i tany and pray for  our  fel low  brothers and 
sister s:

CATECHUMEN 
CORNER

Doc
Jill
Ricar do

Chr istiano
Peter  and infant
Ivan

On Thursday, August 10th, the young people of St Basi l?s came together  for  a time of fun and 
connection.  The par ty was hosted by the Sti l ler  fami ly: 
Adam and Misty and their  chi ldren Penelope, Si las, Amos, 
and Evangeline. Conveniently, the Sti l ler s l ive not far  from 
the church. The event was well  attended, w ith near ly 
twenty of our  youth present.  The event included a var iety 
of activi ties both planned and spontaneous: a pizza dinner , 
water  bal loons, card games, ti r e-sw inging, w restl ing, a 
hotly-contested rock-paper -scissor s tournament, and a 
bonfi r e w ith s'mores.  We are grateful that Our  Lord has 
entr usted us w ith so many vibrant young people and look 
for ward to gather ing again in the coming months.

YOUTH HANGOUT AT ST. BASIL'S
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