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- Righteous John of  Kr onstadt
- Tue., Oct. 31 Vigi l  6 P.M.
- Wed., Nov. 1 Divine Li turgy 8 A.M.

- 22nd Sunday af ter  Pentecost
- Apost le Jam es, the Br other  of  the Lor d
- Sat., Nov. 4 Vigi l  5 P.M.
- Sun., Nov. 5 Divine Li turgy 10 A.M.

- Gr eat  Mar tyr  Dem et r i us of  Thessalon i ca
- Tue., Nov. 7 Vigi l  6 P.M.
- Wed., Nov. 8 Divine Li turgy 8 A.M.

- 23r d Sunday af ter  Pentecost
- Sat., Nov. 11 Vigi l  5 P.M.
- Sun., Nov. 12 Divine Li turgy 10 A.M.

- Gr eat  Mar tyr  Geor ge the Tr ophy-bear er

- Wed., Nov. 15 Vespers and Matins 6 P.M.
- Thur., Nov. 16 Divine Li turgy 8 A.M.

- 24th Sunday af ter  Pentecost
- Synax is of  Unm er cenar y Physi cians and 

Wonder wor ker s
- Sat., Nov. 18 Vigi l  5 P.M.
- Sun., Nov. 19 Divine Li turgy 10 A.M.

- Ar changel  Michael  and Al l  t he Bodi l ess 
Hosts
- Mon., Nov. 20 Vigi l  6 P.M.
- Tue., Nov. 21 Divine Li turgy 8 A.M.

- 25th Sunday af ter  Pentecost
- Holy Hier ar ch John Chr ysostom
- Sat., Nov. 25 Vigi l  5 P.M.
- Sun., Nov. 26 Divine Li turgy 10 A.M.
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SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

The Sisterhood of St. Macr ina w i l l  be prepar ing handmade 
crafts and baked goods for  sale at St. Basi l 's the second 
weekend in December. Please mark your  calendars to 
suppor t the Sisterhood's effor ts. Cash and credi t cards w i l l  
be accepted.

MAKER AND BAKER FAIR

YOUTH GATHERING AT ST. BASIL'S
The second seasonal gather ing of the St. Basi l  youth took 
place on Thursday, October  26th. The event invi ted al l  our  
young people to come together  to share a meal, play 
games, and enjoy the fal l  weather. Another  gather ing is 
planned for  Januar y, after  the conclusion of the Nativi ty 
fast.



Pictur es of Youth Gather ing

IS HERESY A GREATER OR A LESSER 
SIN THAN OTHER SINS?
PRIEST GEORGE MAXIMOV
Apostle Paul in his Epistle to the Galatians goes 
through the l ist of sins which lead one to hell : 
?Adulter y, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, idolatr y, w i tchcraft, hatr ed, feuds, jealousy, 
w rath, str i fe, sedi tions, heresies, envy, murders, drunkenness, r evelings, and such l ike: of the which I 
tel l  you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall  not inher i t 
the Kingdom of God? (Gal. 5:19-21).

The Apostle included heresy in this l ist and, thereby, he destroys two false opinions. 

The f i r st is tolerance to this sin: ?Of course, there is nothing good in i t, but i t is far  better  than 
murder  or  adulter y; people?s fai th can be a l i ttle bi t di f ferent, and the Lord w i l l  undoubtedly save 
them, too.? The Apostle destroys this misunderstanding by saying that those who adhere to heresies 
?shall  not inher i t the Kingdom of God.?

Heresy is a false understanding of God or  of His activi ty in the wor ld. I f  we were to meet a per son 
whom we have never  seen, and i f  we had false ideas about his appearance, we are not going to 
r ecognize him and our  meeting is not going to happen. In the same way, false ideas about God make 
our  meeting Him impossible. Our  God said: ?I am the Truth? (John 4:6). This is why heresy, according 
to Abba Agathon, ?al ienates man from God,? for  falsehood cannot uni te us w ith tr uth. For  this 
r eason, the Holy Fathers fought so self lessly and uncompromisingly w ith the spread of heresies; 
thereby, they sought to preser ve from per i l  those who believed a heresy, as well  as those who could 
believe i t in the future. In this activi ty, the Holy Fathers were propelled by love and desir e for  the 
salvation of those who had gone astr ay.

Another  false opinion r egarding heresy is opposi te to the f i r st one: i t assigns heresy such gravi ty that 
i t makes other  sins almost insigni f icant. With this unbalanced view , one?s abhor rence of the sin of 
heresy can be used to minimize other  sins: ?yes, I  sin in this and that, but, at least, I  am not a heretic, 
and the Lord w i l l  save me just because of my Or thodoxy.? Apostle Paul, number ing heresy among 
other  sins, destroys this false opinion, as well . I t is good that you are not a heretic, but i f  you l ive in 
fornication, or  drunkenness, or  in enmity w ith your  neighbor , you sti l l  w i l l  be found ? together  w ith 
heretics ? outside the Kingdom of God.

So let us be watchful, lest we have par t w i th Satan, ei ther  through distor tion of fai th or  through sins 
of the f lesh. In His Church the Lord has given us ever ything necessar y for  our  victor y over  sin and 
for  the defense from i ts onslaughts. He teaches us through the Holy Scr ipture and the w r i tings of the 
Holy Fathers how  to believe and how  to w ithstand the attacks of passions; He cleanses us in the 
Myster y of Holy Confession and gives us str ength to be changed in the Myster y of Holy Communion.



I  sometimes received an invi tation to off iciate at Tsarskoe Selo in [? ] church where the cour t 
worshipped.

I was taking time over  the proskomedia, [? ] when I noticed 
the assisting deacon glancing ner vously at his watch. In a 
moment, he walked over  to the altar  and said: ?Please hur r y a 
l i ttle, Father  Mardar y, about f inishing the proskomedia. The 
Emperor  and his fami ly w i l l  be in church in about f ive 
minutes.?

To which I r epl ied that I  should have expected the Emperor  to 
ar r ive at the middle or  even at the end of the Li turgy. 

?Oh, no!? said the deacon. ?He is qui te l ikely to get here in 
time for  the beginning of the Li turgy.?

It happened just as he had predicted. 

The congregation was al l  standing in their  assigned places, cour tier s, mi l i tar y and civi l  off icer s, 
gentlemen and ladies whose rank gave them access to the cour t. 

I  myself  was standing calmly by the altar  w ith the deacon to my r ight. My desir e to see the Tsar  as he 
came in, led me, however , to turn my head now  and again towards the main entr ance. 

A sl ight commotion among the cour tier s gave us our  f i r st warning of the approach of the Imper ial 
fami ly. Then we caught the sound of steps in the distance. The Emperor  and Empress were coming 
up the stone stair s. They were fol lowed by their  august chi ldren. 

As he entered, the Emperor  acknow ledged w ith a sl ight incl ination of his head the bows of the qui te 
considerable congregation that had gathered for  the Li turgy. Then he took the place that was always 
r eser ved for  him at the r ight hand side of the cathedral. Close to him, not by his side but a step 
behind and to the side stood the Empress. Their  four  daughter s and their  heir -tsarevich took places 
just behind them, but I  noticed that the Emperor  put his hand on the shoulder  of the tsarevich and 
moved him to a place in front of himself and the Empress.

I was surpr ised at their  ear ly ar r ival, and I was also surpr ised to notice that from the moment of his 
entr ance into the church unti l  the end of the Li turgy lasting more than an hour , the Emperor  stood 
absolutely motionless, except that he often tr aced w ith his hand the sign of the cross. After wards I 

AN EYE-WITNESS ACCOUNT OF THE ROYAL MARTYR NICHOLAS II PRAYER IN CHURCH
FROM INCOMPREHENSIBLE RUSSIA. MEMOIRS. 
BY SAINT MARDARY (USKOKOVICH) (?1935), SERBIAN BISHOP OF AMERICA AND CANADA

Thank you for  your  fai thful ser vice on the ear ly evening of October  8. The numbers have 
signi f icantly r isen in the last few  months, so we w i l l  need to prepare roughly 100-125 meals to keep 
up w ith the demand. Our  next meal w i l l  be ser ved on Novem ber  19. I f  you are interested in helping, 
ei ther  by providing food for  or  helping cook i t w i th the Sisterhood, or  by distr ibuting the meal and 
pantr y i tems at Ar changel Michael par ish in the ci ty, please noti fy Fr. Sergi i  or  Joseph Steineger.

Thank you as well  for  your  fai thful ser vice in providing cereal, oatmeal, and shelf  stable mi lk dur ing 
the months of September  and October. The FOCUS ministr y was ver y appreciative of our  donations.

For  the month of November , we have been asked to supply the FOCUS Pantr y w ith peanut  but ter , 
j el l y, sal t i nes, and canned beef  stew  w / poptops. Please look for  an emai l from Fr. Sergi i  w i th 
detai ls about these i tems. A f l ier  is posted in the tr apeza w ith tear -away tabs for  r eminders. Please 
donate these i tems in the large plastic container  in our  par ish coat closet. We would l ike to supply a 
healthy donation by Novem ber  19.

FOCUS ON FOCUS



Below , we include an inter view  w ith new ly i l lumined Michael Damke who 
was baptized in August.

Wher e did you gr ow up?

I  was born in St. Louis and grew  up here. I?ve l ived here most of my l i fe.

How did you hear  about the Or thodox Chur ch and what made you want to 
conver t?

I  heard about Or thodoxy online, ini tial ly. I  was l istening to di f ferent inf luencers before I star ted 
r eading the Gospel, Scr ipture and the works of some of the Church Fathers which began to draw  me 
into the fai th.

What was something memor able about your  fir st time attending an Or thodox ser vice?

The singing of the Tr isagion Hymn by the choir  dur ing my f i r st Li turgy made a memorable 
impression. Another  memorable exper ience is when Fr. Sergi i , Fr. Thomas, and the choir  sang the 
Magnif ication at Vigi l . I  r emember  being moved to tear s on these occasions.

Who is your  patr on saint and why did you choose him?

My patron saint is St. Michael the Archangel. He is the inter cessor  for  my prayers to give me the 
courage to str ive to l ive a l i fe in God's l ikeness.

What has been your  favor ite thing about being Or thodox so far ?

My favor i te thing about being Or thodox so far  is par ticipating in the Sacraments.

What do you most look for war d to as an Or thodox Chr istian?

What I look for ward to the most as an Or thodox Chr istian is, plainly, the r esur rection of the dead and 
the l i fe of the age to come.

MEETING THE NEWLY ILLUMINED

found that this was his customar y atti tude whi le in church.

[? ] I  had an oppor tuni ty to obser ve how  complete his absorption in the Li turgy r eal ly was. Just 
behind him, a heavy object ? I never  knew  just what ? fel l  to the f loor  w ith a loud noise. Ever ybody 
in the church turned around to see what had happened, including the Empress herself  and the 
august chi ldren. But not the Emperor. He stood just as he had been standing before, w ith his gaze 
dir ected as steadi ly as ever  towards the altar.

Once, [? ] at a ser vice dur ing the Lenten season, I  had an oppor tuni ty to obser ve the Emperor  
r eceiving the Holy Myster ies after  an extended fast. [? ] I  could see his r everent face distinctly [? ]. 
And ver y few  things in my l i fe have had such a power  to str engthen my [? ] fai th. I  can compare i ts 
effect on me only w ith the emotions aroused in my soul by the extr eme piety of the Optina Elders.

All  through the ser vice, the Tsar?s face showed the str ain of his preoccupation w ith his ow n 
thoughts, up to the moment, when exclaiming: ?In the fear  of God and fai th draw  nigh?, the pr iest 
comes for th through the central doors of the iconostasis w ith the Holy Myster ies. At which point, the 
Russian Emperor , accompanied by his fami ly, star ts towards the pr iest whi le the others fol low. 

In a steady voice, w ith ever y word sounding distinctly, the Emperor  r epeated the communion 
prayer : ?I bel ieve, O Lord, and I confess ? ? Then bow ing profoundly low , making the sign of the 
cross several times and then crossing his arms on his breast, he r eceived the Holy Communion w ith 
the utmost r everence. Then he crossed himself once more and kissed the holy vessel, and I noticed 
that, as he bowed once more and stepped back, a change had come over  his face. The wor r ied look 
had vanished and in i ts place had appeared the most joyous r adiance. 

Not only whi le I  was sti l l  in Petrograd, but al l  through the years that I  have spent in Amer ica, that 
r adiant image of the Russian Emperor  as a sincere and upli f ted believer  kept coming back to me as I 
saw  him at that Lenten ser vice in Tsarskoe Selo.



244. Question: I  suffer  from my passions of soul: Tel l  me, for  the Lord?s sake, what I  should do to be 
delivered from them.

Answer : Brother ! He who desir es to be saved and to become a son of God must acquir e great 
humil i ty, obedience, submission and meekness. Behold: you asked what you should do. I  told you 
and I vouch for  i t, that nei ther  the enemy nor  passion w i l l  take possession of you. For  they are 
consumed by humil i ty as by f i r e, and the hear t f inds r epose, being enlightened in Chr ist, to Whom 
there may be glor y. Amen.

252. Question: I  am being strongly attacked by sexual passion; I  am afr aid that I  may fal l  into 
despondency and, from the inf i rmity of the body, w i l l  not be able to r estr ain myself. Pray for  me, for  
the Lord?s sake, and tel l  me, my Father. What should I do?

Answer : Brother ! The devi l , out of envy, has r aised up war fare against you. Guard your  eyes and do 
not eat to satiety. Take a l i ttle w ine for  the sake of the body?s inf i rmity of which you speak. Acquir e 
humil i ty, which r ends al l  the nets of the enemy. And I, who am nothing, w i l l  do what I  can, 
entr eating God that He might del iver  you from ever y temptation and preser ve you from ever y evi l . 
Do not yield to the enemy, O brother , and do not give yourself  to the despondency, for  this is a great 
joy to the enemy. Pray w ithout ceasing, saying: ?Lord Jesus Chr ist, del iver  me from shameful 
passions,? and God w i l l  have mercy on you, and you w i l l  r eceive str ength by the prayers of the 
saints. Amen.

253. The same brother , being attacked by the same sexual passions, asked the Great Elder  to pray for  
him and to tel l  him how  to distinguish whether  a man is tempted by his ow n lusts or  by the enemy.

Answer : Brother , w i thout labor  and contr i tion of hear t no one can be delivered from the passions 
and please God. When a man is tempted by his ow n lust, this may be know n from the fact that he is 
careless about himself and al lows his hear t to r ef lect about what he has done before. In this case the 
man himself draws the passion unto himself through his ow n lust. His mind, being l i ttle by l i ttle 
bl inded by the passion, begins, unnoticeably for  himself, to pay attention to someone for  whom he 
feels attr action, or  to speak w ith the person, and he f inds occasions on which to converse w ith him 
or  si t w i th him, and, by al l  means, he str ives to fulf i l l  his desir e. I f  one al lows this, the war fare w i l l  
increase unti l  he fal ls, albei t not in body but in spir i t ? i t turns out that such a man himself l ights the 
f i r e in his ow n substance. But a prudent and sober  man who desir es to be saved, when he sees from 
what i t is that he suffer s harm, careful ly preser ves himself from evi l  r emembrances, is not draw n 
into passionate thoughts, avoids meetings and conversations w ith those for  whom he feels attr action 
and avoids ever y occasion for  sin, fear ing, lest he himself igni te a f i r e w ithin himself. This is the 
war fare which proceeds from one?s ow n lust which a man br ings on himself?

Tame your  steed w ith the br idle of know ledge, lest, looking here and there, he becomes inf lamed 
w ith lust toward women and men and throws you, the horseman, to the ground. Pray to God that He 
may turn your eyes, lest they see vanity (Ps. 118:37). And when you acquir e a manful hear t, war fare 
w i l l  depar t from you. Cleanse yourself , as w ine cleanses wounds, and do not al low  stench and 
f i l thiness to accumulate in you. Acquir e weeping, so that i t might r emove from you fr eedom 
[looseness] in your  r elation, which destroys the souls which adopt i t. Do not throw  away the 

VENERABLE BARSANUPHIUS THE GREAT AND JOHN THE PROPHET: PART VI

Do you have a favor ite feast or  litur gical ser vice so far ?

As far  as favor i te feasts or  l i turgical ser vices go, Pascha has left the biggest impact. I  am also grateful 
to be able to attend the evening Vigi ls. I t is a great pr ivi lege when I can end my week by confessing to 
my spir i tual father s and commune the fol low ing morning. Being in the temple in the evening also 
seems to invoke an additional element of solemnity.

Is ther e anything else you would like to shar e with the par ish?

Please pray for  me and forgive me and have patience whi le I  develop a better  understanding of the 
l i turgical processes, church l i fe and what i t means to be an Or thodox Chr istian. Lord, have mercy.



PARISH 
PRAYER 
LIST

Keep our  par ishioners, and those who ask us to pray for  them, in your  prayers this 
month. Contact Fr. Sergi i  to have yourself  or  your  loved ones added to the par ish 
prayer  l ist. Let one of the Fathers know  i f  you, a member  of your  fami ly, or  a fr iend is 
i l l  or  hospital ized so that appropr iate prayers and visi ts can be ar ranged. Please note: 
Hospitals do not noti fy clergy of patients, even i f  you l ist yourself  as a par ish member.

Ar chim andr i te Ser aphim  ?  Heal th
Ar chpr iest  Moses Ber r y ?  Heal th
Reader  Sym eon Cam pbel l  ?  Heal th
Phot in i  M i l l s ?  Heal th
Tat iana Zyr yanova ?  Heal th
Ju l i anna Cam pbel l  ?  Heal th
Dim i t r y Johnson ?  Heal th

Inna Dagaeva ?  Heal th
Mar k  Wiebenga ?  Heal th
Daniel  Sim pson ?  Heal th
Cher yl  (Xenia) Light  ?  Heal th
Ar chpr iest  Mar t i n  Swanson ?  Repose
Kather ine Swanson ?  Repose
Glor ia Pappas ?  Repose

Praying for  catechumens is a ver y impor tant r esponsibi l i ty of an Or thodox 
Chr istian. So impor tant, that a special l i tany or  ser ies of peti tions in the 
Divine Li turgy is completely dedicated to asking the Lord to have mercy on 
al l  catechumens prepar ing for  i l lumination. "Let us the faithful pray for the 
catechumens, that the Lord will have mercy on them."

Let us fulf i l l  the words of the l i tany and pray for  our  fel low  brothers and 
sister s:

CATECHUMEN 
CORNER

Doc
Ricar do
Chr istiano

Ivan
Chad
Ryan

Gage
Gabr ielle
Shannon

implement w ithout which fer ti le land cannot be worked. This implement, made by the Great God, is 
humil i ty; i t uproots al l  the tares from the f ield of the Master  and gives grace to those who dwell in i t. 
Humil i ty does not fal l  but r aises those who possess i t. Love weeping w ith al l  your  hear t, for  i t also is 
a par ticipant in this good work. Labor  in ever ything to cut off  your  ow n w i l l , for  this is accounted to 
a man for  sacr i f ice. This is what is meant by: For Thee we are murdered all day long, we are counted 
as sheep for slaughter (Ps. 43:22). Do not weaken yourself  by conversations, for  they w i l l  not al low  
you to prosper  in God. Firmly br idle the organs of your  senses: sight, hear ing, smell ing, taste and 
feel ing, and you w i l l  prosper  by the grace of Chr ist. Without tor tures no one is a mar tyr , as the Lord 
also has said: In your patience possess ye your souls (Luke 21:19), and the Apostle says: In much 
endurance, in sorrows (I I  Cor. 6:4).

To be continued

BAPTISMS AT ST. BASIL'S
Newly i l lumined Ji l l  Bradley was baptized into the Or thodox Church on 
Saturday, October  21st, by Fr. Sergi i  (pictured to the left). Ji l l  has been 
learning about the Or thodox Faith and prepar ing for  Holy I l lumination 
through par ishioner  Joseph Steineger 's catechumen class. May God grant 
the new ly i l lumined, Ji l l , many years!

Fr. Sergi i  r ead the prayers for  the making of a 
catechumen over  Gage Har r is (left), Gabr iel le 

Groves (center ), and Shannon Callanan (r ight). Al l  three (pictured to the 
r ight) have been attending catechumen classes given by Fr. Thomas and 
Fr. Dcn. Ephraim where they w i l l  continue to learn about the Or thodox 
Faith. Please keep them in your  prayers that our  Lord may continue to 
guide them in their  Or thodox journey.

NEW CATECHUMENS AT ST. BASIL'S
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