
December  2023 St. Basi l  the Great 
Or thodox Church

- 26th Sunday af ter  Pentecost
- For efeast  of  the Ent r y of  the Theotokos 

i nto the Tem ple
- Sat., Dec. 2 Vigi l  5 P.M.
- Sun., Dec. 3 Divine Li turgy 10 A.M.

- Ent r y of  the Theotokos i nto the Tem ple
- Sun., Dec. 3 Vigi l  6 P.M.
- Mon., Dec. 4 Divine Li turgy 8 A.M.

- 27th Sunday af ter  Pentecost
- Kur sk-Root  I con of  the Theotokos
- Sat., Dec. 9 Vigi l  5 P.M.
- Sun., Dec. 10 Divine Li turgy 10 A.M.

- Holy Apost le Andr ew  the Fi r st -cal l ed
- Tue., Dec. 12 Vigi l  6 P.M.
- Wed., Dec. 13 Divine Li turgy 8 A.M.

- 28th Sunday af ter  Pentecost

- Gr eat  Mar tyr  Bar bar a and Vener able 
John of  Dam ascus

- Sat., Dec. 16 Vigi l  5 P.M.
- Sun., Dec. 17 Divine Li turgy 10 A.M.

- Holy Hier ar ch Nicholas the Wonder wor ker
- Mon., Dec. 18 Vigi l  6 P.M.
- Tue., Dec. 19 Divine Li turgy 8 A.M.

- Holy Hier ar ch Ioasaph of  Belgor od
- Sat., Dec. 23 Moleben 9 A.M.

- 29th Sunday af ter  Pentecost
- Sunday of  the Holy For efather s
- Sat., Dec. 23 Vigi l  5 P.M.
- Sun., Dec. 24 Divine Li turgy 10 A.M.

- Holy Hier ar ch Spyr idon of  Tr em i thus
- Vener able Her m an of  Alaska
- Mon., Dec. 25 Moleben 9 A.M.

- 30th Sunday af ter  Pentecost
- Sunday befor e the Nat iv i t y
- Sat., Dec. 30 Vigi l  5 P.M.
- Sun., Dec. 31 Divine Li turgy 10 A.M.
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Iconographers Ivan Stor chak and Roman 
Mar tynenko have completed the di f f icult task of 
w r i ting the iconography w ithin the center  dome of  
St. Basi l 's. The impressive Chr ist Pantocrator  is in 
the center  w ith Cherubim, Seraphim, and the 
Archangels around the r im of the dome.

Roman and Ivan w i l l  now  star t working to w r i te 
the evangelists on the "sai ls" or  lower  areas of the 
dome w ithin the center  columns. Please keep 
Roman and Ivan in your  prayers as they continue 
their  work.

ICONOGRAPHY UPDATE AT ST. BASIL'S



Below , we include an 
inter view  w ith new ly 
i l lumined Peter  Simpson 
who was baptized at the 

end of September  w ith his infant son, El i jah.

Wher e did you gr ow up?

I  grew  up in the St. Louis area and attended school in the 
Lindbergh school distr ict.

How did you hear  about the Or thodox Chur ch and what 
made you want to conver t?

I  was brought to the Or thodox Church through my ow n 
search for  tr uth in the wor ld. In late col lege, I  began to take 
an interest in economics. I  was searching for  answers to the unfor tunate f inancial decl ine the United 
States seemed to be stuck in for  many years. This led me to eventually take an interest in 
geo-poli tical topics. Whi le searching for  an answer , I  began to notice many things were w rong w ith 
society in general. Dur ing this time, the pandemic came to the forefront of global pol i tical topics and 
starkly divided many things and people into distinct groups. Obser ving this, I  began to fol low  the 
tr uth I was seeking outside the context of mere physical human activi ty. I  began to attend the 
Lutheran Church of my youth w ith the intention of learning for  the f i r st time what Chr istiani ty was 
really teaching. As I began this leg of my journey I quickly saw  Chr istiani ty and an individual 's 
understanding of i t to have only one foundation. The only foundation I could perceive to be bui l t 
f i rmly upon the rock of Chr ist was the Or thodox Church. As God revealed this tr uth to me I could no 
longer  conceive of any place outside the Or thodox Church where I could entr ust the care of my or  
my family's souls.

The Sisterhood of St. Macr ina is prepar ing for  the annual fair  by 
making handmade crafts and baked goods to sel l  at St. Basi l 's 
the second weekend in December. The Sisterhood welcomes 
anyone who would l ike to contr ibute or  help w ith the fair  to 
sign up on the announcement board in the church hall . Please 
mark your  calendars to suppor t the Sisterhood's effor ts. Cash 
and credi t cards w i l l  be accepted.

MAKER AND BAKER FAIR

MEETING THE NEWLY ILLUMINED

A reminder : the iconography is funded by the generous donations of the fai thful which can be 
deposi ted in the box speci f ical ly al located for  this project near  the candle kiosk.



We have two announcements this month.

Fir st, we w i l l  now  have two teams from our  par ish ser ving the Sunday suppers. For  the upcoming 
year , 2024, we w i l l  ser ve on the fol low ing six Sundays: Feb 4, Apr  14, Jun 9, Aug 4, Oct  20, Dec 8. The 
f i r st team w i l l  cover  the bolded dates to the left, and be led by the Simpson and Wester velt fami l ies, 
w i th Tetyana Webster  r unning the ki tchen and Peter  Simpson running the pantr y. The second team 
w i l l  cover  the non-bolded dates in the l ist, and be led by the Steineger  and Sti l ler  fami l ies, w i th 
Merav Steineger  and Penelope Sti l ler  r unning the ki tchen, and Michael Slettevold and David Peck 
r unning the pantr y. The Sisterhood of St. Macr ina w i l l  continue to cook and prepare the meal, but 
we are looking to add volunteers to work on each team. The volunteers can help w ith the three roles 
when i t comes to ser ving a Sunday supper  FOCUS meal: (i ) Ki tchen staff  that plate the food (normally 
our  women who we don't want on the front l ines), (i i ) ser ver s (who br ing the food to our  guests and 
si t and eat w ith them at the tables), and (i i i ) pantr y workers who help distr ibute the non-per ishable 
i tems that we donate each month.  We would l ike to have 3-4 people in the ki tchen, 9 people for  the 
ser ving (although we could get by w ith less), and only three people for  the pantr y. Please emai l 
Joseph Steineger  at jsteineger@gmail.com to let him know  which team you would l ike to join.

The next FOCUS announcement concerns our  pantr y donations for  the 
month of December. We would l ike to supply the fol low ing i tems to FOCUS 
before December  17:

- Canned Beef Stew  (15-18 oz.) w / pop top
- Chi l i  w /Beans (15 oz.)  w / pop top
- Chef Boyardee cans (15 oz.)  w / pop top
- Spam (12 oz.)  w / pop top
- Canned ham (16 oz.)  w / pop top

After  pur chasing your  chosen i tems, please put them in the FOCUS 
container  of the par ish coat closet.

A new  way to help w ith the FOCUS pantr y i tems is to donate to FOCUS 
dir ectly! So i f  you f ind that i t 's too di f f icult to buy the i tems at the store and br ing them to our  par ish, 
you may give money dir ectly by using this l ink 
(https://inter land3.donorper fect.net/weblink/WebLink.aspx?name=E334599&id=86) or  by scanning 
the QR code above w ith your  phone.

I f  you have any questions, please emai l Joseph Steineger  at jsteineger@gmail.com.

FOCUS ON FOCUS

What was the catechumen pr ocess like with your  son?

Having my new born son par ticipate w ith me in the catechumen process was fr ustr ating at times 
because he would never  do the assigned readings haha. Just kidding. I  found i t to be an interesting 
process having a new born who would also be enter ing into the Church w ith me. As I was working 
out in my ow n mind exactly what I  bel ieved and how  these beliefs would affect my l i fe I  had to also 
consider  the impact i t would have on my son's l i fe. Ultimately I  could not be more thankful to God 
that He set me on my path to Or thodoxy just as my w ife and I are getting our  fami ly star ted. I  am 
absolutely thr i l led my son w i l l  grow  up inside the tr ue Body of Chr ist.

Who ar e your  patr on saints?

Our  patron saints are the "Holy Apostle Peter " and "Holy, Glor ious Prophet El i jah''

What is your  favor ite thing about being Or thodox so far ?

My favor i te thing about being Or thodox is now  having the tr adi tion, teaching, and suppor t of the 
Church to aid in r eor ienting my l i fe and the l i fe of my family, in al l  things, towards Chr ist.

What do you most look for war d to as an Or thodox Chr istian?

Uncover ing the grace of God in the depths of my hear t and, God w i l l ing, the hear ts of my w ife and 
chi ldren.

https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/WebLink.aspx?name=E334599&id=86
https://e.mail.ru/compose/?mailto=mailto%3ajsteineger@gmail.com


THE WARS IN GAZA AND UKRAINE SHOW US THAT WE HAVE TO FOCUS ON 
SPIRITUAL LIFE AND CONFESSION
DMITRY ZLODOREV?S TALK WITH ARCHIMANDRITE 
ROMAN, THE HEAD OF THE ROCOR MISSION HOLY LAND 
ORTHOCHRISTIAN.COM
Father  Rom an, my f i r st  and m ost  im por tant  quest i on i s 
about  the safety of  the m ission m em ber s and par i sh ioner s. 
Ar e people safe i n  the cur r ent  condi t i ons? And what  about  
the safety of  our  sacr ed si tes i n  the Holy Land?

Thanks be to God, as far  as the mission is concerned, we are al l  
safe. Our  places are pretty much safe, as well . We do not have any lands near  Gaza, where the 
unfor tunate battles are happening r ight now. As far  as our  convents are concerned, they are mainly 
safe, though here at the Mount of Olives convent where I l ive, we have some upr isings outside the 
walls, and there are r iots, which are put dow n by the Israeli  pol ice. This is happening because we 
l ive in an Arab Palestinian area.

I  am  cor r ect  that  r i ght  now , ever yth ing i s calm  near  the convent?

Pretty much, yes. Sometimes, when there are problems outside the gates, we have tear  gas or  
something else coming over  the walls. We alr eady know  this happens often enough, so we just go to 
our  rooms.

Other w ise, ever ything is f ine, though people are pretty much staying in their  convents? here, or  in 
St. Mar y Magdalene convent in Gethsemane, or  in Bethany and the Bethany school for  gir ls. Those 
are pretty safe. However , i f  somebody goes into the Old City of Jerusalem, they go in twos or  threes 
together? going alone could be problematic because the Israelis are ver y tense r ight now , and i t 
could cause issues.

What  do people feel  and th ink  i n  these di r e ci r cum stances?

Unfor tunately, of course, this was bound to happen, i t was not unexpected. We have seen the 
problems between the Israelis and Hamas; this concerns many of our  sister s, who are Palestinians. 
But just as they did dur ing Inti fada, or  the Six-day war , they pray and hope that things w i l l  soon stop.

Could you please descr ibe i n  gener al  what  i s happening now inside and outside the m ission? 
How does the si tuat i on af fect  i t s ever yday l i fe?

What affects us most is that there are no pi lgr ims. This f low  completely stopped at the beginning of 
October  when the si tuation began evolving. I  would say that our  main obedience is to take care of 
the pi lgr ims, but now  we have absolutely none of them. Of course, that concerns us f inancial ly. Now  
we have no income; most of our  income is from our  pi lgr ims and people who kindly donate.

Does th i s m ean that  the m ission i s al r eady having sign i f i cant  f i nancial  pr oblem s?

Yes, because we sti l l  haven?t r ecovered from the COVID-19 si tuation when, again, there were no 
pi lgr ims for  two years. Only r ecently have pi lgr images returned on a r egular  basis. But of course, 
there were ver y few  pi lgr ims from Russia because of the si tuation in the Ukraine [and the sanctions 
against Russia]. Pr ices for  f l ights are ver y, ver y high, and people cannot afford to come.

Do you need f i nancial  suppor t  r i ght  now?

Yes, ver y much. I f  people would be kind enough to donate to us? they can just go to the ROCOR 
Synod of Bishops website, there is a square there that says, ?For  the Russian Ecclesiastical Mission.? 
https://w w w.synod.com/rem.html



254. Question: Having many sins, I  w ish to r epent, but because of bodi ly inf i rmity I  cannot labor  l ike 
the Fathers. I  beg you, tel l  me: how  can I make a beginning?

Answer : Brother ! They are poor  whom the Lord glor i f ies because they have renounced al l  their  
possessions, that is, al l  their  passions, and have become str ipped of them for  the sake of His Name; 
such ones are poor  in tr uth, and to them belongs the blessedness. And there are other  poor  who 
have acquir ed nothing good, whom the Lord threatens, saying: Depar t from Me, ye cur sed (Matt. 
25:41). He who has such possessions and is burdened by them, let him renounce them, so that he 
may remain w ithout care. And so, i f  you desir e to make a beginning of r epentance, look at what the 
har lot did: w i th her  tear s she washed the feet of the Master  (Luke 7:38). Lamentation w i l l  wash 
anyone of sins; but a man attains lamentation w ith di f f iculty, by means of much instr uction in the 
Scr iptures, of patience, of r ef lection on the ter r ible Judgment and eternal shame, and through 
self-r enunciation, as the Lord has said: He who would come after Me, let him renounce himself and 
take up his cross and follow after Me (Matt. 16:24). And to r enounce oneself  and take up one?s cross 
means to cut off  one?s ow n w i l l  in ever ything and consider  oneself  to be nothing. Since you have said 

VENERABLE BARSANUPHIUS THE GREAT AND JOHN THE PROPHET: PART VII

We spoke w i th  you just  a couple of  weeks ago when you wer e i n  the US, and you wer e sur e at  
the t im e that  ever yth ing i s m or e or  l ess calm  ar ound the m ission. However , sever al  days af ter  
that , you ur gent ly changed your  plans and r etur ned to Jer usalem . And i t  took  you f ive days to 
r each Isr ael . Does th i s m ean that  not  ever yth ing i s so good as you thought  whi l e i n  the US?

When I was in the US, and these events star ted happening, I  had alr eady made my mind up to r eturn 
to the mission, though the mission i tself  was not in dir ect danger. But I  understand that I  should be 
here as a head of the mission. I f  nothing else, just so that our  monks and nuns would feel that the 
head of the mission is there w ith them.

You have al r eady m ent ioned the school  for  Palest i n ian gi r l s i n  Bethany. How ar e they l iv i ng 
now, what  i s the si tuat i on ther e, and what  help do they need?

We have a school of 375 gir ls, the major i ty of whom are Muslims. Mother  Mar ia, who is the elder  
sister  at the convent there? the Convent of the Resur rection of the Lord? takes care of them. But she 
also was caught in the US in the beginning of these events. Thank God, she, l ike me, r eturned to 
Israel.

I t is impor tant for  us to help people to stay calm. Of course, passions are ver y strong, and people are 
ver y emotional about this si tuation. We have to keep chi ldren calm and keep their  minds on 
education and not on the poli tical si tuation.  

Sever al  days ago, you appealed to the people i n  ROCOR w i th  a ver y, I  would say, em ot ional  
l et ter  ask ing for  suppor t . What  was the outcom e?

Thank God, people are r esponding. Many of them, par ticular ly those who have visi ted the Holy Land 
in the past, take ever ything that happens here somehow  closer  to their  hear ts. They were here, they 
prayed here not only at the Holy Sepulcher  and other  sacred si tes, but in our  convents, as well . They 
know  how  people l ive here, and they help. We thank Lord for  that.

As I alr eady said, since the pandemic and because of the si tuation in the Ukraine, we have had some 
problems w ith funding. And things w i l l  be more di f f icult now. Thank God, the convents and the 
mission continue to l ive, but we have f inancial obl igations that we have to keep.

What  do you th ink  we should l ear n f r om  th i s si tuat i on?

This si tuation should lead us to r epentance. God is show ing us what is happening in the wor ld: 
i l lnesses, confl icts, fr atr icidal war  in the Ukraine, war  in the Holy Land? people are suffer ing. That 
says that we have to focus on our  spir i tual l i fe and confess our  per sonal sins. This is the only way to 
our  salvation, through prayer  and confession. And we f ind i t in the Church of Chr ist.



PARISH 
PRAYER 
LIST Keep our  par ishioners, and those who ask us to pray for  them, in your  prayers this 

month. Contact Fr. Sergi i  to have yourself  or  your  loved ones added to the par ish 
prayer  l ist. Let one of the Fathers know  i f  you, a member  of your  fami ly, or  a fr iend is 
i l l  or  hospital ized so that appropr iate prayers and visi ts can be ar ranged. Please note: 
Hospitals do not noti fy clergy of patients, even i f  you l ist yourself  as a par ish member.

Ar chim andr i te Ser aphim  ?  Heal th
Ar chpr iest  Moses Ber r y ?  Heal th
Reader  Sym eon Cam pbel l  ?  Heal th
Phot in i  M i l l s ?  Heal th
Tat iana Zyr yanova ?  Heal th
Ju l i anna Cam pbel l  ?  Heal th
Dim i t r y Johnson ?  Heal th
Inna Dagaeva ?  Heal th

Mar k  Wiebenga ?  Heal th
Daniel  Sim pson ?  Heal th
John, Xenia, and Fai th  ?  Recover y
Chr i stopher  ?  Recover y
Ar chpr iest  Mar t i n  Swanson ?  Repose
Kather ine Swanson ?  Repose
Glor ia Pappas ?  Repose

Praying for  catechumens is a ver y impor tant r esponsibi l i ty of an Or thodox 
Chr istian. So impor tant, that a special l i tany or  ser ies of peti tions in the 
Divine Li turgy is completely dedicated to asking the Lord to have mercy on 
al l  catechumens prepar ing for  i l lumination. "Let us the faithful pray for the 
catechumens, that the Lord will have mercy on them."

Let us fulf i l l  the words of the l i tany and pray for  our  fel low  brothers and 
sister s:

CATECHUMEN 
CORNER

Doc
Ricar do
Chr istiano
Ivan

Chad
Ryan
Gage
Gabr ielle

Shannon
Andr ew
Anthony
Ver onica

Br andon
Russell
Chr istian
William

Glor y to God that on 
Sunday, November  
12th, Fr. Thomas 
read the prayers for  
the making of a 
catechumen over  one 
of the largest groups 
of catechumens that 
St. Basi l 's has ever  
r eceived. Those in 
the group from Fr. Thomas's r ight to left: Andrew , Anthony, Veronica, 

Brandon, Russell , Chr istian, and Wil l iam. All  of the new  catechumens have been attending 
catechumen classes given by Fr. Thomas where they w i l l  continue to learn about the Or thodox Faith. 
Please keep them in your  prayers that our  Lord may continue to guide them in their  Or thodox 
journey.

NEW CATECHUMENS AT ST. BASIL'S

that you are inf i rm in body and can do nothing; therefore, do according to your  str ength, taking 
bread and dr ink a l i ttle less than ordinar i ly, for  God accepted the two mites of the w idow  and 
rejoiced over  them more than over  al l  the r est. Instr uct yourself  not to be fr ee in your  r elations w ith 
other s, and you w i l l  be saved.

To Be Continued.
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