
On the Theophany, or Birthday of Christ
Oration 38 by St. Gregory Nazianzus (the Theologian)

I . Ch rist is born , g l orify H im . Ch rist from h eaven , g o ou t to m eet
H im . Ch rist on earth ; be exal ted . Sin g u n to th e Lord al l th e wh ol e

earth ; an d th at I m ay join both in on e word , Let th e h eaven s
rejoice, an d l et th e earth be g l ad , for H im Wh o is of h eaven an d

th en of earth . Ch rist in th e fl esh , rejoice with trem bl in g an d with
joy; with trem bl in g becau se of you r sin s, with joy becau se of you r
h ope. Ch rist of a Virg in ; O you M atron s l ive as Virg in s, th at you m ay
be M oth ers of Ch rist. Wh o d oes n ot worsh ip H im Th at is from th e
beg in n in g ? Wh o d oes n ot g l orify H im Th at is th e Last?

I I . Ag ain th e d arkn ess is past; ag ain Lig h t is m ad e; ag ain Eg ypt is
pu n ish ed with d arkn ess; ag ain I srael is en l ig h ten ed by a pi l l ar
(Exod u s 1 4: 20). Th e peopl e th at sat in th e d arkn ess of ig n oran ce,

l et it see th e G reat Lig h t of fu l l kn owl ed g e (I saiah 9: 6). Ol d th in g s
are passed away, beh ol d al l th in g s h ave becom e n ew (1 Cor.
5: 1 7). Th e l etter g ives way, th e Spirit com es to th e fron t. Th e

sh ad ows fl ee away, th e Tru th com es in u pon th em .
M el ch ised ec is con cl u d ed . H e th at was with ou t M oth er

becom es with ou t Fath er (with ou t M oth er of H is form er state,
with ou t Fath er of H is secon d ). Th e l aws of n atu re are u pset;
th e worl d above m u st be fi l l ed . Ch rist com m an d s it, l et u s
n ot set ou rsel ves ag ain st H im . O cl ap you r h an d s tog eth er
al l you peopl e, becau se u n to u s a Ch i l d is born , an d a Son
g iven u n to u s, Wh ose G overn m en t is u pon H is sh ou l d er
(for with th e Cross it is raised u p), an d H is N am e is cal l ed
Th e An g el of th e G reat Cou n sel of th e Fath er (I saiah 9: 6).
Let J oh n cry, Prepare th e way of th e Lord (M atth ew 3: 3). I
too wil l cry th e power of th is Day. H e Wh o is n ot carn al is
I n carn ate; th e Son of G od becom es th e Son of M an , J esu s

Ch rist th e Sam e yesterd ay, an d tod ay, an d forever
(H ebrews 1 3: 8). Let th e J ews be offen d ed , l et th e G reeks

d erid e (1 Cor. 1 : 23); l et h eretics tal k ti l l th eir ton g u es ach e.
Th en sh al l th ey bel ieve, wh en th ey see H im ascen d in g u p

in to h eaven ; an d if n ot th en , yet wh en th ey see H im com in g
ou t of h eaven an d sittin g as J u d g e.

Special Services & Events
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Saint Basil the Great

Orthodox Church

• Baptism of Harrison (Lazarus) Elfrink & David Peck
Sat. Jan . 4 1 0: 00 a.m .

• Eve of the Nativity of Christ
M on . Jan . 6 8: 00 a.m . Vesperal Divin e Litu rg y

• Nativity of Christ
M on . Jan . 6 6: 00 p.m . G reat Com pl in e with Litia

fol l owed by M atin s
Tu es. Jan . 7 9: 00 a.m . Divin e Litu rg y
Tu es. Jan . 7 I m m ed iatel y fol l owin g Divin e

Litu rg y You n g Ch il d ren
Ch ristm as Pl ay

Tu es. Jan . 7 1 1 : 30 a.m . N ativity Parish Lu n ch eon in
parish h al l

Sat. Jan . 1 1 1 1 : 00 a.m . Ch i l d ren Ch u rch Sch ool
Ch ristm as Yol ka in parish h al l

• Feast of St. Basil the Great
M on . Jan . 1 3 6: 00 p.m . Vig i l
Tu es. Jan . 1 4 9: 00 a.m . M eetin g of th e Arch bish op,

H ierarch al Divin e Litu rg y &
Ord in ation of Th om as N ich ol s
to th e Diacon ate

Tu es Jan . 1 4 1 1 : 30 a.m . Festal Ban q u et in parish h al l

• Great Feast of Theophany
Fri . Jan . 1 7 9: 00 a.m . Royal H ou rs
Sat. Jan . 1 8 5: 00 p.m . Vig i l fol l owed by th e Bl essin g

of Waters
Su n . Jan . 1 9 1 0: 00 a.m . Divin e Litu rg y & th e Bl essI n g

of Waters

• Baptism of Clay & Alexander McKinney
Sat. Jan . 25 1 0: 00 a.m .

• St. Nina
M on . Jan . 27 6: 00 p.m . M ol eben

• St. Anthony the Great
Wed . Jan . 29 6: 00 p.m . Vig i l
Th u r. Jan . 30 8: 00 a.m . Divin e Litu rg y



P a r i s h N e w s

Use eScrip and Amazon Smile Rebates
I t costs $0 an d ben efits th e parish . G et card s at
th e can d l e cou n ter. Sig n u p for th e Am azon
rebate prog ram to h ave a portion of you r Am azon
pu rch ase d on ated by Am azon to th e parish .
Pl ease fin d sig n u p in stru ction s n ext to th e
staircase in th e h al l .

SERVERS WANTED!
Boys m ay beg in to serve in th e al tar at St. Basi l ' s
from th e tim e th ey beg in to g o to Con fession
(u su al l y abou t n in e years ol d ). We en cou rag e al l
of ou r boys to serve in th e al tar! For m ore
in form ation pl ease con tact M ich ael Orl an d o.

St. Basil 's Parish Facebook Page:
Ch eck ou t
https://www.facebook.com/SaintBasiltheGreatSTLMO/
for daily edification and interesting updates. Like

our Facebook Fanpage to have us appear in your

Facebook Newsfeed. Page 2

December Spot the Difference Answers

Choir Voices Needed
Al l parish ion ers are wel com e to join th e ch oir, al l voices are n eed ed . Ch oir practice is h el d every Wed n esd ay
even in g in th e ch u rch at 6: 30.

I f you are in terested in ch u rch m u sic an d th e ch oir bu t are u n su re of you r abi l i ties, you are in vited to join
M aru sh ka Royse for session s to l earn abou t sin g in g , voice, read in g th e m u sic an d ch oir participation in
g en eral . Th ese session s are h el d every Wed n esd ay at 6pm before ch oir practice. Com e an d see wh at it is al l
abou t. You can com e to th e 6pm session an d stay for ch oir practice. I f you h ave an y q u estion s, pl ease
con tact M aru sh ka.

Weekly Tours of St. Basil 's
Tou rs of St. Basi l ' s ch u rch are con d u cted by on e of th e parish cl erg y every Wed n esd ay between 2: 00 an d 3: 00
p.m ., an d are d esig n ed to acq u ain t th e com m u n ity with th e ch u rch , its arch itectu re, trad ition al d esig n ,
icon og raph y, an d h istory. N o appoin tm en ts are n ecessary an d th e tou rs wil l accom m od ate both in d ivid u al s
an d g rou ps. Ad van ce n otice wou l d be appreciated for g rou ps over five. For ad d ition al in form ation or to
sch ed u l e a g rou p tou r con tact Fr. M artin at 31 4-835-1 569.

Parish Prayer List
Arch priest An d rei Popkov—Recovery
G l oria Pappas—Recovery
Brig id H am m er—Recovery
N ad ia Dan ett—H eal th
Al bert Sal sich —H eal th
M al col m Royse—Recovery from su rg ery

Keep ou r parish ion ers, an d th ose wh o ask u s to pray for th em in you r prayers th is m on th . Con tact Fr. M artin to
h ave you rsel f or you r l oved on es ad d ed to th e parish prayer l ist. Let on e of th e Fath ers kn ow if you , a m em ber
of you r fam il y, or a frien d is i l l or h ospital ized so th at appropriate prayers an d visits can be arran g ed . Pl ease
n ote: H ospital s d o n ot n otify cl erg y of patien ts, even if you l ist you rsel f as a parish m em ber.

"Ask Your Priest" Column
Th is n ew col u m n wil l an swer q u estion s su bm itted by you [th e parish ion ers] con cern in g Orth od oxy. Qu estion s
wil l be su bm itted to priests an on ym ou sl y. Su bm it you r q u estion s to StBasi l STLN ewsl etter@g m ail .com

Gardening Help Cancelled
Du e to person al in ju ry, Parish ion er, J oh n M al col m , is can cel l in g al l Wed n esd ay g ard en in g work for th e

foreseeabl e fu tu re. Stay tu n ed to l earn wh en g ard en in g work wil l resu m e.



The Word Became Flesh
A Sermon by St John ofKronstadt on the Nativity ofChrist

Th e Word becam e fl esh ; th at is, th e Son of G od , co-etern al with G od th e Fath er
an d with th e H ol y Spirit, becam e h u m an – h avin g becom e in carn ate of th e H ol y
Spirit an d th e Virg in M ary. O, won d rou s, awesom e an d sal vific m ystery! Th e On e
Wh o h ad n o beg in n in g took on a beg in n in g accord in g to h u m an ity; th e On e
with ou t fl esh assu m ed fl esh . G od becam e m an – with ou t ceasin g to be G od . Th e
U n approach abl e On e becam e approach abl e to al l , in th e aspect of an h u m bl e
servan t. Wh y, an d for wh at reason , was th ere su ch con d escen sion [sh own ] on th e
part of th e Creator toward H is tran sg ressin g creatu res – toward h u m an ity wh ich ,
th rou g h an act of its own wil l h ad fal l en away from G od , its Creator?

I t was by reason of a su prem e, in expressibl e m ercy toward H is creation on th e
part of th e M aster, Wh o cou l d n ot bear to see th e en tire race of m an kin d – wh ich ,
H e, in creatin g , h ad en d owed with won d rou s g ifts – en sl aved by th e d evi l an d th u s d estin ed for etern al
su fferin g an d torm en t.

An d th e Word becam e fl esh ! . . . in ord er to m ake u s earth l y bein g s in to h eaven l y on es, in ord er to m ake sin n ers
in to sain ts; in ord er to raise u s u p from corru ption in to in corru ption , from earth to h eaven ; from en sl avem en t
to sin an d th e d evi l – in to th e g l oriou s freed om of ch i l d ren of G od ; from d eath – in to im m ortal ity, in ord er to
m ake u s son s of G od an d to seat u s tog eth er with H im u pon th e Th ron e as H is royal ch i l d ren .

O, bou n d l ess com passion of G od ! O, in expressibl e wisd om of G od ! O, g reat won d er, astou n d in g n ot on l y th e
h u m an m in d , bu t th e an g el ic [m in d ] as wel l !

Let u s g l orify G od ! With th e com in g of th e Son of G od in th e fl esh u pon th e earth , with H is offerin g H im sel f u p
as a sacrifice for th e sin fu l h u m an race, th ere is g iven to th ose wh o bel ieve th e bl essin g of th e H eaven l y Fath er,
repl acin g th at cu rse wh ich h ad been u ttered by G od in th e beg in n in g ; th ey are ad opted an d receive th e
prom ise of an etern al in h eritan ce of l ife. To a h u m an ity orph an ed by reason of sin , th e H eaven l y Fath er retu rn s
an ew th rou g h th e m ystery of re-birth , th at is, th rou g h baptism an d repen tan ce. Peopl e are freed of th e
torm en tin g , d eath -bearin g au th ority of th e d evi l , of th e affl iction s of sin an d of variou s passion s.

H u m an n atu re is d eified for th e sake of th e bou n d l ess com passion of th e Son of G od ; an d its sin s are pu rified ;
th e d efi l ed are san ctified . Th e ai l in g are h eal ed . U pon th ose in d ish on ou r are bou n d l ess h on ou r an d g l ory
bestowed .

Th ose in d arkn ess are en l ig h ten ed by th e Divin e l ig h t of g race an d reason .

Th e h u m an m in d is g iven th e ration al power of G od – we h ave th e m in d of Ch rist (1 Cor. 2: 1 6), says th e H ol y
apostl e Pau l . To th e h u m an h eart, th e h eart of Ch rist is g iven . Th e perish abl e is m ad e im m ortal . Th ose n aked
an d wou n d ed by sin an d by passion s are ad orn ed in Divin e g l ory. Th ose wh o h u n g er an d th irst are sated an d
assu ag ed by th e n ou rish in g an d sou l -stren g th en in g Word of G od an d by th e m ost pu re Bod y an d Divin e
Bl ood of Ch rist. Th e in con sol abl e are con sol ed . Th ose ravag ed by th e d evi l h ave been – an d con tin u e to be –
d el ivered .

Wh at, th en , O, breth ren , is req u ired of u s in ord er th at we m ig h t avai l ou rsel ves of al l th e g race brou g h t u n to
u s from on h ig h by th e com in g to earth of th e Son of G od ? Wh at is n ecessary, first of al l , is faith in th e Son of
G od , in th e G ospel as th e sal vation -bestowin g h eaven l y teach in g ; a tru e repen tan ce of sin s an d th e correction
of l ife an d of h eart; com m u n ion in prayer an d in th e m ysteries [sacram en ts]; th e kn owl ed g e an d fu l fi l l m en t of
Ch rist’s com m an d m en ts. Al so n ecessary are th e virtu es: Ch ristian h u m il ity, al m s-g ivin g , con tin en ce, pu rity an d
ch astity, sim pl icity an d g ood n ess of h eart.

Let u s, th en , O broth ers an d sisters, brin g th ese virtu es as a g ift to th e On e Wh o was born for th e sake of ou r
sal vation – l et u s brin g th em in pl ace of th e g ol d , fran kin cen se an d m yrrh wh ich th e M ag i brou g h t H im , as to
On e Wh o is Kin g , G od , an d M an , com e to d ie for u s. Th is, from u s, sh al l be th e m ost-pl easin g form of sacrifice
to G od an d to th e I n fan t J esu s Ch rist. Am en .
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Ask Your Priest

Q: What is the proper practice during the Anaphora when the priest recites Christ's words:

Take! Eat! This is My Body which is broken for you for the remission of sins. Amen.
And likewise after supper, He took the cup saying: Drink of it all of you! This is My Blood of the New
Testament, which is shed for you and formany for the remission of sins! Amen.
Remembering this saving commandment and all those things which have come to pass for us: the
cross, the tomb, the resurrection on the third day, the ascension into heaven, the sitting at the right
hand ofGod the Father, the second and glorious coming.
Thine own ofThine own we Offer unto Thee, in behalf of all and for all!

Should we cross ourselves, bow, or prostrate ourselves? What is the correct way to respond to this? I
see fel low parishioners doing al l of these, or not at al l .

A: Before addressing the question, some general directions concerning the sign of the cross,
bows and prostrations during the Divine Liturgy are in order. Page 4

January Celebrations

Th ere are m an y feasts to cel ebrate in th is bu sy, yet special , m on th . Bel ow are th e big g est
cel ebration s th is m on th an d we h ope frien d s an d fam il y wil l be abl e to join u s h ere in St. Lou is for ou r
festivities. Parish ion ers, pl ease m ake pl an s n ow to atten d th e services th at g l orify G od an d H is sain ts.

N ativity Vig i l wi l l be cel ebrated on M on d ay even in g (Jan . 6th ) an d th en Divin e Litu rg y on Tu esd ay
m orn in g -Jan u ary 7th , 2020. Fol l owin g th e Divin e Litu rg y for th is G reat Feast of th e Lord , th ere wil l be
a l u n ch eon in th e ch u rch h al l . Th ere wil l be a sm al l N ativity pl ay an d son g s perform ed by sm al l
ch i l d ren after th e Divin e Litu rg y on Tu esd ay. Th ere wil l a l so be an oth er special presen tation from th e
Su n d ay Sch ool stu d en ts on Satu rd ay, Jan . 1 1 th . Stu d en ts h ave been practicin g d i l ig en tl y an d are
eag er to d ispl ay th eir prog ram to th e parish on th is feast. Everyon e is in vited to cel ebrate th e birth of
ou r Lord , J esu s Ch rist.

St. Basi l ’s wi l l a l so cel ebrate its feast d ay on Tu esd ay Jan u ary 1 4th , 2020 with Divin e Litu rg y. As u su al ,
Vig i l wi l l be served th e n ig h t before. Both festal services wil l be H ierarch ical an d cel ebrated by
Arch bish op Peter in atten d an ce, as wel l as an y oth er visitin g preists. Du rin g th e service, Arch bish op
Peter wil l a l so ord ain Su bd eacon Th om as N ich ol s to th e Diacon ate. A l u n ch eon wil l be prepared
fol l owin g th e Divin e Litu rg y wh ere al l are wel com e to partake. Pl ease m ake an y n ecessary
preparation s to join St. Basi l ’s in Jan u ary on th is d ay. A parish feast d ay is al read y a special even t, bu t
it is m ad e even g ran d er with ou r ru l in g h ierarch l ead in g th e cel ebration of th e Divin e Litu rg y.

Lastl y, Th eoph an y wil l be cel ebrated on Su n d ay, Jan u ary 1 9th with Vig i l th e n ig h t before.
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Elizabeth Campbell Baptized

N ewl y I I l l u m in ed El izabeth , d au g h ter of Aaron (Lu ke) an d J u l ian a Cam pbel l , was baptized on N ovem ber 30th
by Fath er Serg i i at St. Basi l ’s. Th e in fan t is g iven th e n am e El izabeth after Sain t G ran d Du ch ess El izabeth . Th e
n ew h an d m aid en is pictu red bel ow with h er G od m oth er, Sarah (Seraph im a) Robin son , an d fam il y. M ay G od
g ran t h er m an y years!

We should follow the proper order in all our actions during the services of the Church and avoid
indiscriminate gestures, personal inclinations and emotional responses. Remember that St. Paul directs
us to “Let all things be done decently and in the proper order” (1Corinthians 14:40).

Prostrations are not done on Sundays. Neither are they done from Nativity through Theophany, from
Pascha until Pentecost (except during the kneeling prayers ofPentecost Sunday), on the feast of the
Transfiguration, on the feast ofThe Exaltation of the Holy Cross (except three before the cross), and on
the Entry of the Theotokos into the temple.

On all Liturgical days at the blessing of the congregation with the Holy Chalice the sign of the cross
together with the bowing of the head are made. The sign of the cross with a bow from the waist are
made at the words “Take eat…” and drink of it all of you…, at “Thine own of thine own…”, and at Holy
Things are for Holy”.

On weekdays the Sign of the cross with a prostration are made when the Gifts are brought out at the
words “With fear ofGod and with Faith draw near” and a second time, unless one has received
communion, after “The blessing of the Lord…through his grace and love…” at “…both now…”.

Also remember that just before, during and just after receiving Holy Communion we nevermake the
sign of the cross, bow ormake a prostration for fear of hitting the Holy Chalice.

To directly answer the reader, the faithful stand attentively at “Remembering this saving commandment
and all those things that have come to pass for us:…the second and glorious coming.” and make the
sign of the cross with a bow from the waist at the other times cited in the question.

We should be reminded that we only need to practice those things that we are physically capable of
doing and we should not judge anyone who fails to do them.



January Wordsearch
Saints of the Month
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I g n atiu s
J oh n
An astasia
M el an ia
An ysia
Basi l

Seraph im
Tatian a
Th eod osiu s
Th eoph an
G eorg e
Sava

Ath an asiu s
Cyri l
Ph i l l ip
N in a
An th on y
J oseph

David
Jam es
G reg ory
Bon iface
Peter
Eu g en ia

Steph en
Syl vester
M al ach i
G ord iu s
Th eoctistu s
Th eopem ptu s

Th eon as
Dom in ca
Pol yeu ctu s
H em yl u s
Straton icu s
Pau l

Message From the Priests

No moving about, buying or lighting candles is allowed

during:

• Small Entrance (with the Gospel)

• Reading of the Gospel and during the Sermon

• Great Entrance

Нельзя ходить по храму, покупать и возжигать

свѣчи во время:

• Малаго входа (съ Евангеліемъ)

• Чтенія Евангелія и проповѣди

• Великаго входа

The Lineage of Jesus Christ
Excerpt from The Prologue ofOchrid (Sept. 9 Feast ofSaints Joachim and Anna)

St. J oach im was th e son of Varpafir from th e l in eag e of J u d ah an d a d escen d an t of Kin g David . An n a
was th e d au g h ter of M atth an th e priest from th e l in eag e of Levi as was Aaron , th e h ig h priest.
M atth an h ad th ree d au g h ters: M ary, Zovia an d An n a. M ary m arried an d l ived in Beth l eh em an d g ave
birth to Sal om e; Zovia m arried an d al so l ived in Beth l eh em an d g ave birth to El izabeth th e m oth er of
St. J oh n th e Foreru n n er; An n a m arried J oach im in N azareth an d , in th eir ol d ag e, g ave birth to M ary,
th e M ost H ol y Birth -g iver of G od .


