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Nativity With St. Basil 's

Th e parish of St. Basi l cel ebrated th e N ativity of Ch rist with a
Vig i l Su n d ay th e 6th of Jan u ary fol l owed by Divin e Litu rg y
M on d ay m orn in g on th e 7th . Parish ion ers, g u ests, fam il ies, an d
frien d s cel ebrated th e N ativity of th e I n carn ate Word with
services an d breakin g of th e fast. Fol l owin g th e Litu rg y on
M on d ay, th e ch u rch n arth ex teem ed with excitem en t as th e
ch i l d ren san g Ch ristm as carol s an xiou sl y awaitin g th e arrival of
G ran d fath er Frost bearin g g ifts for th e ch i l d ren . Festivities
con tin u ed with an abu n d an t feast an d m ore Ch ristm as g am es as
we cel ebrated th e birth of Ch rist. Th an k you to al l wh o h el ped
d ecorate th e ch u rch , th e ch oir for sin g in g , al l wh o cooked
d ish es for th e l u n ch eon , an d al l wh o h el ped in an y capacity for
th is year' s N ativity.

Ch rist is Born ! G l orify H im !

• Tu esd ay, Feb. 5 Vig i l 6 P.M .
• Wed n esd ay, Feb. 6 Divin e
Litu rg y 8 A.M . for th e feast of
Bl essed Xen ia of St Petersbu rg

• M on d ay, Feb. 1 1 Vig i l 6 P.M .
• Tu esd ay, Feb. 1 2 Divin e
Litu rg y 8 A.M . for th e feast of
Th ree H ierarch s

• Th u rsd ay, Feb. 1 4 Vig i l 6 P.M .
• Frid ay, Feb. 1 5 Divin e Litu rg y
8 A.M . for th e feast of th e
M eetin g of th e Lord

• Wed n esd ay, Feb. 27
M ol eben 6 P.M . to St Cyri l ,
H ol y Eq u al -to-th e-Apostl es,
En l ig h ten er of th e Sl avs
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Weekly Services:
Satu rd ay - Vig i l 6 p.m .
Su n d ay - Divin e Litu rg y 1 0 a.m .



Choir Voices Needed
Al l parish ion ers are wel com e to join th e ch oir, al l
voices are n eed ed . Ch oir practice is h el d every
Wed n esd ay even in g in th e ch u rch at 6: 30. Al l
m em bers of th e ch oir sh ou l d atten d as m an y
practices as possibl e in ord er to prepare for th e
services of th e com in g week. Th e ch oir is an
im portan t m in istry of th e ch u rch an d if you can
sin g , you serve G od by join in g th e ch oir. WE
N EED YOU !

Weekly Tours of St. Basil 's
Tou rs of St. Basi l ' s ch u rch are con d u cted by on e
of th e parish cl erg y every Wed n esd ay between
2: 00 an d 3: 00 p.m ., an d are d esig n ed to acq u ain t
th e com m u n ity with th e ch u rch , its arch itectu re,
trad ition al d esig n , icon og raph y, an d h istory. N o
appoin tm en ts are n ecessary an d th e tou rs wil l
accom m od ate both in d ivid u al s an d g rou ps.
Ad van ce n otice wou l d be appreciated for g rou ps
over 5. For ad d ition al in form ation or to sch ed u l e
a g rou p tou r con tact Fr. M artin at 31 4-835-1 569.

Parish Prayer List
Read er G en n ad y Barabtarl o - H eal th
N ad ya Dan ett - H eal th
Arch im an d rite Seraph im - Recovery

Keep ou r parish ion ers, an d th ose wh o ask u s to
pray for th em in you r prayers th is m on th . Con tact
Fr. M artin to h ave you rsel f or you r l oved on es
ad d ed to th e parish prayer l ist. Let on e of th e
Fath ers kn ow if you , a m em ber of you r fam il y, or a
frien d is i l l or h ospital ized so th at appropriate
prayers an d visits can be arran g ed . Pl ease n ote:
H ospital s d o n ot n otify cl erg y of patien ts, even if
you l ist you rsel f as a parish m em ber.

New "Ask Your Priest" Column
Th is n ew col u m n wil l an swer q u estion s su bm itted
by you [th e parish ion ers] con cern in g Orth od oxy.
Qu estion s wil l be su bm itted to priests
an on ym ou sl y. Su bm it you r q u estion s to
StBasi l STLN ewsl etter@g m ail .com

Use eSCRIP and Amazon Smile Rebates
I t costs $0 an d ben efits th e parish . G et card s at
th e can d l e cou n ter. Sig n u p for th e Am azon

rebate prog ram to h ave a portion of you r
Am azon pu rch ase d on ated by Am azon to th e
parish . Pl ease fin d sig n u p in stru ction s n ext to th e
stair case in th e h al l .

SERVERS WANTED!
Boys m ay beg in to serve in th e al tar at St. Basi l ' s
from th e tim e th ey beg in to g o to Con fession
(u su al l y abou t 9 years ol d ). We en cou rag e al l of
ou r boys to serve in th e al tar! For m ore
in form ation pl ease con tact M ich ael Orl an d o.

St. Basil 's Parish Facebook Page:
Ch eck ou t
https://www.facebook.com/SaintBasiltheGreatSTLMO/
for d ai l y ed ification an d in terestin g u pd ates. Like
ou r Facebook Fan pag e! " Like" u s to h ave u s
appear in you r Facebook N ewsfeed .

P a r i s h N e w s
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Jan u ary Crossword An swers



The Feast of St. Basil the Great

Despite th e sn owy weath er, St. Basi l ' s sti l l
m an ag ed to h ave a won d erfu l feast d ay
cel ebrated with special g u ests in cl u d in g
Arch bish op Peter, Arch im an d rite Seraph im an d
Fath er N ich ol as from H ol y Cross M on astery,
Fath er Deacon J erem iah from West Virg in a, an d
Fath er M ich ael from St. J oh n Ch rysostom in
H ou se Sprin g s. Ou r feast d ay vig i l was fi l l ed with
cerem on y as on e of ou r ru l in g h ierarch s presid ed
in th e al tar. Pictu res from th e vig i l sh ow
Arch bish op Peter presid in g over th e vig i l .
Th e feast d ay h as arrived an d Arch bish op Peter is

seen bein g g reeted by M arfa Al ekseev an d Basi l
Wal l er u pon h is en teran ce in to th e tem pl e for th e
cel ebration of th e Divin e Litu rg y of St. Basi l th e
G reat.

Arch bish op Peter al so presen ted service award s
to th ree very d eservin g parish on ers. Serg u ei an d
J u l ia Astafiev received award s for th eir tirel ess
efforts m ain tain in g th e l am pad as an d
can d l estan d s in th e ch u rch as wel l as ru n n in g th e
can d l e stan d . Brig it H am m er was a award ed a
g ram m ata for h er service to th e parish as

Nativity Pictures continued
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n ewsl etter ed itor for over
n in e years. Th ey are
pictu red bel ow receivin g a
form al d ecree from
Arch bish op Peter.

Fol l owin g th e l itu rg y, parish ion ers g ath ered in
th e h al l to en joy a festal l u n ch eon an d en joy th e
m u sical tal en ts of parish ion er J u l ia Sakh arova, h er
col l eag u e, an d parish ion er J u l ia Sm ith . Everyon e
en joyed breakin g th e fast ag ain with ou r frien d s
an d fam il y bu t m ost im portan tl y with ou r h ierarch
wh o is al ways read y to teach an d d irect h is fl ock.
Arch bish op Peter rel ayed to u s cu rren t even ts in
th e Ch u rch as wel l as som e person al an ecd otes
to brin g u s cl oser tog eth er. Th an k you to al l wh o
h el ped m ake ou r feast d ay special .

The Theophany of Christ

Parish ion ers are seen atten d in g th e G reat
Bl essin g of th e Waters wh ich com m em orates th e
baptism of ou r Lord in th e river, J ord an .
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Getting to Know our Priest: Father Sergii

Bel ow we are g iven a few parag raph s d escribin g
Fath er Serg i i ' s l ife.

Having concluded my studies in Christ the
Saviour Seminary in Johnstown, PA, I was
ordained priest on the feast of Ascension in
2001 by His Eminence Nicholas, Metropolitan
of Amissos. Following my ordination, I was
assigned to a parish in rural Pennsylvania . It
was an old church -- by American standards --
the temple was over 90-years-old, while the
priest's house even older. So there we lived
with my matushka and little Ivan for four
years. At the time the area where we lived was
suffering from economic depression and, on
visiting it again a couple of years ago, we saw
that the decline has only deepened.

In 2005 I was transferred to a parish in
Northwest Indiana -- virtually a Chicago
suburb. It was there that our two daughters
were born. In 201 3 I was assigned to a parish
north ofMiami, FL, only to find ourselves in St
Louis twelve months later.

While still living in Indiana, I remember
seeing once in a while our rector Archpriest
Martin in the altar of the Holy Protection
Cathedral in Chicago. Yet, we were not
introduced to one another, despite having
very close mutual friends. When Archbishop
Peter was talking about assigning me to St
Louis, I remember him saying that St Basil's is
one of the best parishes with a wonderful
rector and a good parish community.

Our family's move to St Louis coincided with
the beginning of the construction of the new
temple. As we know, every good endeavor is
accompanied by temptations. Those who
were involved in the construction of the new
temple experienced this truism fully. Fr Martin
used to joke to me: "Before you came we had
no problems", leaving it to me to decide
whether the cause of the problems was I or
the construction of the temple.

Besides helping Father Martin in the parish, in
201 4 I was appointed a secretary of the

Diocesan Spiritual Court and am still carrying
on this obedience.

I love history, especially so the history of the
Church, with the emphasis on the life of the
Church in the recent times. It is humbling to
see what spiritual giants came before us, but
even we are members of the same Body
Christ -- the Holy Orthodox Church. Our time
is also included as a chapter into the Book of
the History of the Church. We look around
and see those who are partakers of the grace
of God, as well as those who become
instruments of the enemy, the fallen angel.

Christ said: "When the Son ofMan cometh,
shall He find faith on the earth?" We can fall
away from the Truth with the rest of the world,
or remain with Him as sheep of His little flock,
those who are faithful to Him and His Holy
Church to the very end.

St. Symeon's Prophecy Explained
Excerpt from The Feasts of the Lord: The
Meeting of Christ

N o soon er h ad Sym eon received Ch rist in h is
em brace th an h e excl aim ed : " Lord , n ow l ettest
Th ou th y servan t d epart in peace, accord in g to
th y word ; for m y eyes h ave seen th y sal vation
wh ich th ou h as prepared before th e face of al l
peopl e, a l ig h t to l ig h ten th e G en ti l es an d th e
g l ory of th y peopl e I srael " . Th is is a m ag n ificen t
expression , wh ich th e Ch u rch h as taken over an d
pl aced at th e en d of th e Vespers service, as wel l
as in oth er services, su ch as th e Th an ksg ivin g
after H ol y Com m u n ion of th e H ol y G ifts.

Th e rig h teou s Sym eon h ad been in form ed by th e
H ol y Spirit th at h e wou l d certain l y see th e
in carn ate Word of G od before h e d ied , an d th is
h ad been accom pl ish ed becau se h e was
" favou red with th e proph etic g race" . Wh en h e
saw Ch rist, h is sou l sou g h t rel ease from h is bod y
.. . an d th erefore [d id ] n ot fear d eath .

" I n peace, accord in g to th y word " in d icates th at
h e is l ookin g for h is sou l ' s d epartu re from h is
bod y " becau se of th e proph ecy wh ich h e
received " an d h e reg ard s it as a rest, becau se " in
peace" is eq u ival en t to " in rest" . Th e rest is al so
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Across

5. Worn on top of bishop's head during services.
6. Candlestick with three candles representing the
three persons of the Holy Trinity.
8. Widowed prophetess that met Christ at the Temple.
9. Bishops band of brocade decorated with crosses
worn around his neck and shoulders.
1 0. Righteous elder that met Christ at the Temple.
1 1 . Single headed eagle rug that the bishop stands on
during services.

Down

1 . T-shaped staff carried by the bishop.
2. Type of birds brought to the Temple to be sacrificed
on Christ's behalf.
3. Candlestick with two candles representing the dual
nature of Christ.
4. Vestment placed on the bishop when entering a
church or presiding over a service.
7. Age of Christ (in days) when presented to God in the
Temple.

rel ated to peace from th ou g h ts, becau se as l on g
as th e d ays pass, rig h teou s Sym eon is waitin g for
it, " al ways th in kin g abou t wh en H e wil l com e" .
An d of cou rse G od ' s sal vation is th e in carn ation ,
wh ich G od was preparin g before al l ag es.
Actu al l y, H e was preparin g th e m ystery of Ch rist
" even before th e beg in n in g of th e worl d " .

Th e in carn ation of th e Son an d Word of G od was
al so a l ig h t for th e G en ti l es, sin ce th e pag an s, th e
id ol -worsh ippers, h ad g on e astray, were in
d arkn ess an d h ad fal l en in to th e h an d s of th e
d em on s, as wel l as th e g l ory of I srael , becau se
Ch rist arose an d stem m ed from th e I srael ites. So
al l wh o are g ratefu l feel th is.

Th ese word s of St. Sym eon are a triu m ph al h ym n
after th e revel ation to h im of th e in carn ate Son
an d Word of G od . Th e Ol d Testam en t Proph ets
saw th e back of G od , H is com in g , wh ich wou l d
h appen in th e fu tu re, bu t h e sees H is face. Ch rist
real l y is th e l ig h t of th e worl d , n ot th e sen sibl e
an d eth ical l ig h t, n ot th e sym bol ic, bu t th e real
l ig h t, wh ich d rives away th e d arkn ess of
ig n oran ce an d of th e n ou s [spirit], bu t is al so a
g l ory n ot on l y of th e I srael ites, bu t of h u m an
n atu re al tog eth er. With ou t Ch rist an d apart from

H im h u m an n atu re is in g l oriou s, form l ess, vag u e
an d an on ym ou s. With Ch rist it acq u ires " form an d
d efin ition " .

Th e fact th at n o soon er h ad St. Sym eon seen th e
in carn ate Word of G od th an h e sou g h t rel ease,
d eath , is in terpreted as th e g reat joy over wh at h e
was to d o n ext. H e wan ted to jou rn ey to H ad es
an d m ake kn own th e joyou s n ews th at th e
M essiah , th e Red eem er of th e worl d an d of th e
rig h teou s m en of th e Ol d Testam en t wh o were in
H el l , h ad com e. Ch rist satisfies th is req u est,
becau se, as St. Ath an asios th e G reat says, it
seem s th at h e tol d h im to g o an d appear joyou sl y
to Ad am , wh o was l ivin g d ism al l y in H ad es, an d
m ake th e joy kn own to Eve in h er pain s, sayin g :
" Red em ption h as com e, th e saviou r h as com e;
forg iven ess h as com e, th e d el iverer h as com e.
H u m an n atu re, weep n o l on g er, for you r h el per is
com in g an d wil l n ot d el ay" .
Th erefore rig h teou s Sym eon was th e first to
an n ou n ce to th e prison ers in H ad es, to al l th e
rig h teou s of th e Ol d Testam en t, wh o were in
H ad es, for d eath h ad n ot been abol ish ed
on tol og ical l y, th at th e Ch rist h ad com e Wh om
th ey awaited , an d th at H e wou l d al so com e swiftl y
to H ad es to rel ease th em .

An swers to crossword pu zzl e to be
in cl u d ed in M arch n ewsl etter

Meeting of the Lord & Bishop Vestments


